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ADVERTISEMENT, 


Bisnor BURNE T's Narrative of the moſt remarkable 
if Paſſages in the Life of the celebrated John Wilmot, Earl of 
|  Rochefter, has ever been greatly valued, not only as an ele- 

gant compoſition, but as a leſſon of inſtruction to mankind. 


A young nobleman, converſant in a moſt licentious court, 
whence regularity of behaviour and ſound morality were bas 
niſhed for the more tempting allurements of vicious pleaſures 
and ſenſual gratifications, was unhappily drawn into the 
commiſſion of the moſt unjuſtifiable and profligate actions. 
A fit of fickneſs rovſed him into a ſenſe of his abandoned 
courſe of life; he called for the aſſiſtance of an eminent di- 
vine, to whom he truſted his moſt ſecret actions; and, with 
all the candour of conviction and the ſincerity of penitence, 
earneſtly requeſted him, on his death bed, to communicate 
them freely and undiſguiſed to the world, Burnet has faith- 
fully fulfilled che intentions of his penitent; but, at the ſame 
time, has related the beſt as well * the worſt part of lord 
Roche ſtec's life, | : [ 


1 Tbe very high encomium W upon this book by Dr. 

| | Samuel Johnſon, the greateſt name in literature, in bis Lives 
of the Engliſh Poets, bas induced the bookſeller to reprint 
it, with the addition of the ſame great author's Account of 
-the Life and Writings of the Earl of -—— | 
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The following Account of the Earl of RO. 
CHESTER's Life and Writings is abſtracted 
from Dr. Jonxsox's Preface to the Works 5 
of that Nobleman. 


'OHN WILMOT, afterwards Earl of = 
cheſter, the ſon of Henry Earl of Ro- 


cheſter, better known by the title of Lord Wil- 


mot, ſo often mentioned in Clarendon's Hiſtory, 
was born April 10, 1647, at Ditchley in Ox- 
fordſhire, After a grammatical education at 
the ſchool of Burford, he entered a nobleman 
into Wadham College in 1659; only twelve 
years old; and in 1661, at fourteen, was, with 
ſome other perſons of bigh rank, made maſter | 
of arts by Lord Clareridon in pefſon. | 

He travelled afterwards into France and Italy; 
and; at his return, devoted himſelf to the court. 


In 1665 he went to ſea with Sandwich, ang 


diſtinguiſhed himſelf at Bergen by uncommon 
erde z and the next ſummer ſerved again 
on board Sir Edward Spragge, who in the heat 
of the engagement, having a meſſage” of re- 
proof to ſend to one of his captains, cool find 
no man ready to carry it but Wilmot, who in 


'an open boat went and wee amidſt the 


ſtorm of la. e 
1 EY | Bat 


4 


„ 


But his reputation for bravery was ; not laſting: : 


he was reproached with Uinking away in ſtreet 


quarrels, and leaving his companians to ſhift as 
they could without him; and Sheffield Duke 
- Buckingham bas left a ſtory. of hie refuſal 
to fight him. 
Hie had very early an inclingtion to intem- 
perance, which he totally ſubdued in his travels; 


but, when he became a courtier, he unhappily 


addicted himſelf to diſſolute and vitious com- 
pany, by which his principles were corrupted, 


and bis manners depraved. He loſt all ſenſe 
of religious reſtraint; and, finding, it not con- 


venient to admit the authority of laws which 
he was reſolved not to obey, ſheltered his Mick= 
edneſs behind infidelity, 


As he excelled in that noiſy and licentious 


merriment which wine incites, his companions, 


eagerly encouraged. him in excels, and he will 


Ivgly indulged it; till, as he confeſſed to Dr. 
Burnet, he was for five years together continually 


drunk, or fo much inflamed by frequent ebriety, 


as in no interval to be maſter of himſclf. 
In this ſtate he played many frolicks, which 


it is-ndt for his honour that we ſhould remember, 
and which are not now diſtinctly 1 known. He 


often purſued low amours in mean diſguiſes, 
ef and. 


. T #9 
and 3 acted with great exactneſs and den- 
tecity the characters which he aſſumead.. 
He once erected a ſtage on Tower- hill, and 
harangued the populace as a.mountebank z 
and, having made phy ſic part of his ſtudy, is 
faid to have practiſed it ſucceſsfully. | 
= He was ſo much in favour with King Charles, 


that he was made one of the gentlemen of the 
bedchamber, and comptrollerof WoodRoeckPark. 


-— 


k _ Having an active and inquiſitive mind, he 
1 never, except in his paroxyſms of intemperance, 
> I. was whilly negligent of ſtudy; he read what 
8 zs conſidered as polite learning ſo much, that ho 
ie mentioned by Wood as the greateſt (cholar of 
: all the nobility. Some times he retired into the 

| | country, and amuſed himſelf with writing libels, 
” ia which he did not prejend to confine himſelf 
3 do truth. 
: a favourite author in French was Boileau, | 
. and in Engliſh Cowley. | a 
7 Thus in a courſe of druakep 1 and 


| groſs ſenſuality, with iptervals of ſtudy perhaps: 
yet more criminal, with an avowed contempt 


wo 


4 of all decency and order, a total diſregard, to 
85 exery moral, and a reſolute denial of every re- 
4 0 ligious obligation, he lived worthleſs and uſeleſs, 

and blazed out his youth and his health in laviſh: 


8 
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| woluptuouſheſs; till, at the age of one and thirty, wh 
| he had exhauſted the fund of life, and reduced ef 
© himſelf to-a ſtate of weakneſs and decay. © . ap 
At this time he was led to an acquaintance „ 
ink Dr. Burnet, to whom he laid open with for 
great freedom the tenour of his opinions, and beſ 
the courſe of his life, and from whom he re- 1 
ceived ſuch conviction of the reaſonableneſs of tha 
moral duty, and the truth of Chriſtianity, as Not 
produced a total change both of his manners. coll 
and opinions. The account of thoſe ſatutary gen 
conferences is given by Burnet, in a book inti- Was 
tuled, Some Paſſages of the Life and Death of air | 
John Earl of Rocheſter ; which the critic ought 1 
to read for its elegance, the philoſopher for its. Rk: 0 
arguments, and the ſaint for its piety. It were dau 
an injury to the reader to offer him an — Ver 
1 | Mat 
© He died July 26, 1690, before he had com- the 

| pleted his thirty-fourth year; and was ſo worm oft! 
away by a long illneſs, that life went out t withe | A 
our a ſtruggle. | | | fure 
Fot Rocheſter was eminent for the vigour | Peg 
of his colloquial wit, and remarkable for many 5 reſo] 
wild pranks and fallies of extravagance.” The. 4 
glare of his general character diffuſed itfelf tell, 


* bis writings ; the compoſitions of a man 
| whoſe 


* ” „ I. * „ „„ 2 a ” 5 ry * — 2 
k 


. 


- CELL 


whoſe name was [phe ſo often, were certain 
ef attention, and from many readers certain of 


| applauſe. This blaze of reputation is not yer ; 


quite extinguiſhed ; and his poetry till retains | 
ſome «aſs bes that which . has: 
beſtowed. | 

Wood and Burnet give us ah to believe, 
that much was imputed to him which he did 
not write: I know not by whom the original 
collection was made, or by whar authority its 
genuineneſs was aſcertained. The firſt edition 
was publifhed in the year of his death, with an 
air of concealment, profeſſing in the read 


to be printed at Antwerp. 


- Of ſome of the pieces, however, there is no 


N The Imitation of Horace's Satire, the 


Verſes to Lord Mulgrave, the Satire againſt 


M.,an, the Verſes upon Nothing, and perhaps ſome 


others, are I believe genuine, and perhaps moſt 


of thoſe which the late collection exhibits. 


As he cannot be ſuppoſed to have found lei- 


ſure for any courſe of continued ſtudy, his 


pieces are commonly ſhort, ſuch as one fit of. | 


reſolution would produce. 


His ſongs have no particular ha they: 
tel, like ather ſongs, in ſmooth andeaſy language, 


* {corn pod kindneſs, diſmiſſion and deſertion, A 
e 3 TO abſence 
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' abſence and inconſtancy, wich che 1 places oon 
of artificial courtſhip. They are commonly ſmooth. . 
and eaſy; but have little nature and little ſentiment. M f#boi 
His imitation af Horace on Lucilius is not the 
inelegant or unhappy. In the reign of Charles fenſ 
the Second began that adaptation, which has - mb 
fiance; been very frequent, of ancient poetry to is g 


preſent times; and perhaps few will be found 
where the paralleliſm is better preſerved than in 


this. The verſification is indeed ſometimes care- mn 
leſs, but it is ſometimes vigorous and weighty. . * 
The. ſtrongeſt effort of bis Muſe is his. poem WR 
upon Nothing. He is not the firſt who has. cluc 
" choſen this barren topic for the boaſt of his fer- rr 
tility. There is a poem called Mibil in Latin 55 
by Paſſerat, a poet and critie of the fixteenth: 1 
_ century in France; Who, in his own epitaph,, On 
expreſſes. his zeal for good poetry thus. +7 
| > —Molliter ofa OY PER | witk 
15 © Bit modo carminibus non onerata We: | A tho 
« SC 
fo etathining this 3 Nothing muſt 2 
be conſidered as having ndt only a negative but 1 
a kind of poſitive ſignification: : 28 I need not: Lat 
fear thieves, I have »o/hing ;. and nothing is a call. 
. powerful protector. In the firſt part of the 
de ſentence it is taken negatively; in the ſe- | 


,© 


cond 


* : 


— 
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. cond it is A eh as an agent: In one 
5 of Boileau's lines it was a queſtion, whether he . 
BH ſhould uſe 2 rien faire, or à ne rien faire; and | 

the firſt was preferred, becauſe it gave rien a 


e Roe + pore ers ne 


| fenſe i in ſome fort. poſitive. Nothing can be a 
5 ; ſubject only i in its poſitive ſenſe, and ſuch a ſenſe 
Key | is given it im the firſt line: 


Nothing, thou: elder brother ev'n 1to e 


In this line, I know not whether he does not al- 1 
lade to'a curious book de Umbra, by Wowerus, 
which, having told the qualities of Shade, con- 


. W N 5 | 
7 cludes with a poem in which are theſe lines: | 
5 Jam primum terram validis cireumſpice clauſtris - | 
| Suſpenſam totam, decus admirabile mundi | | 


Teerraſque tractuſque maris, campoſque liquentes 
„ Aeris & vaſti laqueata palatia ceeli—- ; 
Omnibus UMBRA prior. 


The poſitive ſenſe is generally preſerved, ; 
with great ſkill; through the whole poem; | 
though ſometimes, - in a ſubordinate ſenſe, ah = 
negative nothing is injudiciouſſy mingled. 1 0 38 
ſt⸗ ſerat confounds the two ſenſes. 


it Another of his moſt vigoraus feces 1 8 

It : Lampoon on Sir Car Scroop, who, in a poem 

a. called The Praiſe f Satire, had ſome: lines like, © 

Ff „ 1 
by. „ quote „„ ; 
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55 
abſence and incon Rancy,w ich the com mon places 
of artificial courtſhip. They are commonly ſmooth. 


and eaſy; ; buthavehitlenatureand little ſentunent.. 


His imitation of Horace on Lucilius is not 


inclegant or unhappy. In the reign of Charles 
the Second began that adaptation, which has 
nince been very frequent, of ancient poetry to- 
preſent times; and perhaps few will be found 
where the paralleliſm is better preſerved than in 


this. The verſification is indeed ſometimes care- 

leſs, but it is ſometimes vigorous and weighty. 
The, ſtrongeſt effort of his Muſe is his poem. 

upon Nothing. He is not the firſt who has. 


" choſen this barren topic for the boaſt of his fer- 


tility. There is a. poem called Nzhil in Latin. 


by Paſſeral, a poet and critic of the fixteenth: 
century in France; . who, in bis own epitaph, 
eee his zeal for good Poetry! tts: 


| —Metliter oſſa r f 
Sit n carminibus non onerata 1 Wo 


"Yo exatvining this nes Nothing mult: 
tis chnldened as having ndt only a negative but 
à kind of poſitive ſignification: as I need not: 
fear thieves, I have »o/bing ;. and nothing is a 
* powerful protector. In the firſt part of 
_ the «ma it is taken e 5 ande ſe⸗ 
| cond 
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cond it is taken poſitively, as an agent; In one 
of Boileau's lines it was a queſtion, whether he 


| ſhould uſe 2 rien faire, or d ne rien faire; and 


the firſt was preferred, becauſe it gave rien a 
fenſe in ſome fort poſitive. Nothing can be a 
ſubject only in its poſitive ſenſe, and ſuch a ſenſe 
Is given it im the firſt line: 


Nothing, thou: elder brother ev'n to mags, | 
In this line, I know not whether he does not al- 
lade to'a curious book de Umbra, by Wowerus, 
which, having told the qualities of Sbade, con- 
cludes with a poem in which are theſe lines: 
Jam primum terram validis eireumſpice clauftris - 


Suſpenſam totam, decus admirabile mundi 
Terraſque tractuſque maris, campoſque liquentes- - 


Aeris & vaſti laqueata palatia ceeli—- 
Omnibus UMBRA prior. 


The poſitive ſenſe is generally Pele 
with great fkill, through the whole poem; 
though ſometimes, in a ſubordinate ſenſe, the 


negative nothing is injudiciouſſy mingled. 2 8 


ſerat confounds the two ſenſes. 


Another of his moſt vigorous pieces is his 


1 on Sir Car Scroop, who, in a poem 


called T he Praiſe 7 Satire, had ſome lines like 


theſe * 
1 | ET quiits from memory. - 
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"yg who can puſh into a midnight fray 
His brave companion, and then run away, 
Leaving him to be murder'd in the ſtreet, 
Then put it off with ſome. buffoon conceit.,;. 
Fim, thus diſhonour'a, for a wit you on, 
And court him as top fidler of the town, 


This was meant of Rocheſter, whoſe buffoon. 
conceit was, | ſuppoſe, a ſaying often mentioned, 
that every Man would be a Coward if be durſt; 
and drew from bim thoſe furious verſes, to 

which Scroop made in reply an TO end-. 
ing with theſe lines: 

> hou canft hurt no man's fame with thy ill word; 

Thy pen is full as harmleſs as thy ſword. 


Of the ſatire. againſt Man, Rocheſter can. 
only claim what remains. when all Boileau' 8 
part is taken away. 
In all his works there is. ſprigbtlineſs and v vi- 
gour, and every where may be found tokens of 
a mind which ſtudy might have carried to ex- 
5 . What more can be expected from a 
fe ſpent in oſtentatious contempt of regularity, 
and ended before the abilities of many Mer: 
men Lid to be diſplayed 9 


LF ap Colonel Downs. | 


5 T: H.R. 
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T* 3 the praiſes of he dead is an 


argument ſo worn out by long and frequent 
uſe, and now become ſo. nauſeous by the flattery - 


that uſually attends it, that it is no wonder if fu- 
neral orations, or panegyrics; are more conſidered * 


for the elegance of ſtyle and fineneſs of wit than for 


the authority they carry with them as to the truth . | 


of matters of fact. And yet I am not hereby de: 


terred from meddling with this kind of argument, 
nor from handling it with all the plainneſs I can; 
delivering only what I:myſelf heard and ſaw, with- 


out any borrowed ornament. I do eaſily foreieg 


| how many will be engaged, for the ſupport of; their 
impious maxims and immoral practices, to diſpa- 
rage what I:am to write. Others will cenſurt-ic 
becauſe it comes from one of my profeſſion; too 
many ſuppoſing us to be induced to frame ſuch diſ- 
courſes for carrying on what they are pleaſed to call 
our trade. Some will think I dreſs it up too arti- 
ficially ; and others, that 1 Pelka! it too plain 1 and 
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But, being reſolved to govern myſelf by the exact 
rules of truth, I ſhall be leſs concerned in the cen- 
ſures I may fall under. It may ſeem liable to great 
exception that I. ſhould diſcloſe ſo many things, 
that were diſcovered to me, if not under the ſeal of 
confeſſion, yet under the-confidence of friendſhip. . 
But this- noble lord himſelf not only releaſed me- 
from all obligation of this kind, when I waited on 
bim in his laſt ſickneſs a few days before he died, 
but gave it me in charge not to ſpare him in any 
thing which T:thought might be of uſe to the living, 
and was not ill pleaſed to be laid open, as well in 
the worſt as in the beſt and laſt part of his life, be- 
ing ſo ſincere in his repentance, that he was not 
un willing to take ſhame to himſelf, by ſuffering his 
faults to be expoſed for the benefit of others. | 
I write with one great diſadvantage, that I can-- 
not reach his chief deſign without mentioning ſome. 
of his faults; but l have touched them as tenderly. 
as occaſion would bear, and, um ſure, with much 
mire ſoftnefs than he defired; or would have con- 
ſented unto, had I told him how I intended to ma- 
nage this part. I have telated nothing with per- 1 
ſonal refle&ions on any others concerned with him; 


wiſhing rather that they themſelves, reflecting on 


Ihe ſenſe he had of his former diſorders, may be 
8 5 | 


„„ 1 


. * * 
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thereby led Fa forſake their own, than that they. 
ſhould be any ways reproached by what I write: 
and therefore, though he uſed very few. reſerves. 
with me as to. his courſe of life, yet, ſince. others 
had a ſhare. in moſt parts of it, 1 ſhall relate no- 
thing but what more immediately concerned. him- 
ſelf; and I ſhall ſay no more of his faults than is: 
neceſſary to illuſtrate his repentance, . 

The - occaſion; that led me into fo particular a 
knowledge of him, was an intimation, given me by 


a gentleman of his acquaintance, of his deſire to 


ſee me. This was ſome time in October, 1679, 
when he was ow ly recovering out of a great diſ- 
eaſe. He had-underſtogd that I often attended on- 
one well known to. him, that died the ſummer be- 

fore: he was alſo then entertaining himſelf, in that 
ſtate of his health, with the firſt part of the Hiſtory 


of the Reformation, then newly come out, with, 
which he ſeemed not ill pleaſed; and we had acci- 
dentally met in two or three places ſome time before. 


Theſe were the motives that led him, to call for my 
company. After I had waited on him once or 
twice, be grew into that freedom with me, as to 
open to me all his thoughts, both pf religion and ; 
morality; and to give me a full view of his paſt 
lite; 72 12 ſeemed ; not A at my Ons vilts, 
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80, till he went from London, which was in the 
beginning of April, 1 waited” on him often. As 


„ ., was touched/with a ſenſe of his former life, 1 writ. 
- him, and received from him an anfwer, that, 
without my knowledge, was printed ſince his 
death, from a copy which one of his ſervants con- 
veyed to the preſs. Im it there is fo undeſerved a» 
value put on me, that it had been very indecent 


=. buted to his civility and way of- breeding and in- 
| dec«ed he was particularly known to ſo few of the 
clergy, that the good opinion he had of me is to be 

ö imputed only to his unacquaintance with others. 
My end in writing is fo to diſcharge the laſt com- 
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tual to awaken thoſe who run on to all the exceſſes 

of riot; and that, in the mid{t of thoſe heats which 

their luſts and paſſions raile in in them, they may be 

a little wrought on by fo great an inflance of, one 
. who had run round the whole circle of luxury ; ; and, 

| as Solomon ſays of him ſelf, Muatſocver his ees de- 


; : * WY From. no Joy. But when he looked back on all that 
A -on which he-had waſted his time and firength, he 


had 


ſoon as I heard bow ill he was, and how much he 


for me to have publiſhed it: yet that muſt be attri- 


mands this lord left on me, as that” it may be effec- 


fired, be kept it not from them ; and withheld his heart 


elteemed it vanity, and vexat ian of ſpirit : : though he- 
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Had both as much natural wit, and as much ac 


* 
„ quired by learning, and both as much improved 
* with thinking and ſtudy, as perhaps any libertine of 
. the age; yet, when he reſſected on all his former 
* courſes, even before his mind was illuminated with 
8 better thoughts, he counted them madneſs and folly. 
— But, when the powers of religion came to operate 
a. on him, then he added a deteſtation to the con- 
t. tempt he formerly had of them, - ſuitable to what 
* | Became a fincere penitent, and expreſſed himſelf in 
2 ſo clear and ſo calm a manner, ſo ſenſible of his 
> failings towards his Maker and Redeemer, that, as 
— it wrought not a little on thoſe that were about 
, him, ſo, I hope, the making it public may have a 
ny more general influence, chiefly on thoſe on whom. 
Y his former converſation might have had ill effects. 

i. I have endeavoured to give his character as fully 
"i as I could take it: for, I who ſaw him only in one 
5e light, in a ſedate and quiet temper, when he was 
1 under a great decay of ſtrengtb and loſs of ſpirits, 
, "mY cannot give his picture with that life and advantage 
S that others may- who knew him when his parts. 
. were mote bright and lively; yet the compo- 
4 ſure he was then in may perhaps be ſuppoſed: 
. to balance any abatement of his uſual vigour, 
HER which the declination. * his health brought him 
8 5 | 15 under. 
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under. I have written this diſcourſe with as muck 


could. I am ſure I have ſaid nothing but truth; I 
have done it ſlowly, and often uſed, my ſecond 
thoughts in it, not being ſo much concerned in the 
eenſures which might fall on myſelf, as cautious 
that nothing ſhould paſs that might obſtruct my 
only deſign of writing, which is the doing what 1 


And if ſuch a ſignal inſtance, concurring with all 
the evidence that we have for our moſt holy faith, 
1 has no effect on thoſe who are running the ſame 
courſe, it is much to be feared: ys are * up to- 


I a reprobate ſenſe, ; 
| * 


care, and have conſidered it as narrowly as 1 


can towards the reforming a looſe and lewd age. 8 
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FOHN WILMOT, earl of Rocheſter, was 
born in April, Anno Dom. 1648. His fa- 
thee was Henry earl of Rocheſter, but beſt 


| known by the title of the lord Wilmot, who bore- 


ſo great a part in all the late wars, that mention is. 


often made of him in the hiſtory, and had the chief 
are in the honour of the preſervation of his majeſty 
after Worceſter fight, and the conveying him from, 


place to place till he happily eſcaped into France: 
but, dying beſore the king's return, he left his ſon 
little other inheritance but the honour and title deri- 


ved to him, with the pretenſions ſuch eminent ſervis 


ces gave him to the king's farour: :. theſe were cares. 
| | fully 
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fully managed by the great prudence and diſcretion 
of his mother, a daughter of that noble and ancient 
family of the St. Johns, of Wiltſhire; ſo that his 


education was carried on in all e en to his 


— 


quality. 
When he was at ſchool, he was an extraordinary 


proficient at his book; and thoſe ſhining parts, 


which ſince have appeared' with ſo much luſtre, be- 


gan then to ſhew themſelves. He acquired the Latin 
to ſuch perfection, that to his dying day he retained: 
a great reliſh of the fineneſs and beauty of that 
tongue, and was exactly verſed in the incomparable 
- authors that wrote about Auguſtus's time, whom he 
read often with that peculiar delight which the great- 
eſt wits have ever found in thoſe ſtudies, - 


When he went to the univerſity, the general joy 
which overran the whole nation upon bis majeſty's. 


reſtoration, but was not regulated with that ſobriety 
and temperance that became à ſerious gratitude to 
God for ſo great # bleſſing, * produced ſome of its ill 


effects upon him: he began to love theſe diſorders 


too much. His tutor was that eminent and pious di- 
vine, Dr. Blandford, afterwards promoted to the 
ſees of Oxford and Worceſter; and, under his in- 
ſpection, he was commitied to the more immediate 


eare of Mr. Phineas Berry, à fellow of Wadham- 


vollege, a very learned and good - natured man, 


whom he afterwards ever uſed with much reſpect, 
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and rewarded him as became a great man. But the 
humour of that time wrought ſo much on him, chat 
he broke off the courſe of his ſtudies, to which no 
means could ever effectually recal him, till, when 


he was in Italy, his governor, Dr. Balfour, a learn 


ed and worthy man, afterwards a celebrated phy ſician 
in Scotland, his native country, dre him to read ſuch 
books as were moſt likely to bring him back to love 
learning and ſtudy : and he often acknowledged to 
me, in particular three days before his death, how | 


much he was obliged to love and honour this his go- 


vernor, to whom he thought he owed mare than to 


all the-world, next after his parents, for his great fi- | 


delity and care of him while he was under his truft, 


But no part of ĩt affected him more ſenſibly than that . 
he engaged him by many tricks (ſo be expreſſed it) 
to delight in books and reading ; ſo that ever after he 
took occaſion, in the intervals of thoſe woſul extra- 
vagances that conſumed moſt of his time, to read 
much; and, though the time was generally but in- 
differently. employed, for the choice of the ſubjects. 
of his ſtudies was not always-good, yet the habitual. 
love of knowledge, together with theſe fits of ſtudy, 8 


had much awakened his underſtanding, and prepa- i 
red him for better things, when his mind ſhould be | 
lo far changed as to reliſh them. | ; 


He came from his travels in the altos year L 


of . 865 and appeared a at court with as great ad- 
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| vantages as moſt ever had. 
well- ſhaped' perſon, tall, and well made, if not a 
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le was a graceful and 


little too lender : he was exactly well bred; and, 


what by a modeſt behaviour natural to him, what by 


a Clvility become almoſt as natural, his converſation 


was eaſy and obliging. He had a ſtrange viv acity 
of thought and vigour of expreſſion ; 3 his wit had a | 


ſubtilty and ſublimity both, that it was ſcarce imita- 
ble. His ſtile was clear and ſtrong ;_ when he 
uſed figures, they were lively, and yet far enough 
out of the common road. He had made himſelf 
maſter of the ancient and modern wit, and of the 
modern French and Italian as well as the Engliſh. 


He loved to talk and write of ſpeculative matters; 
and did it with ſo fine a thread, that even thoſe, who | 


hated the ſubjects that his fancy ran upon, yet could 


not but be charmed with his way.of treating them, | 


Boileau among the French, and Cowley among the 


Engliſh, wits, were thoſe he admired moſt. Some-, 
times other men's thoughts mixed with his compo- 
ſures ; 3, but that flowed rather from the impreſſions 
they made on him when he read them, by which 
they came to return on him as his own thoughts, 
than that he ſervilely copied from any; for fewmen 
bad a bolder flight of fancy, more ſteadily governed 


by judgment, than he had. No wonder a young 


man ſo made and fo improved. was very acceptable in | 
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Soon after his coming thither, he laid hold on the 


firſt occaſion that offered to ſhew his readineſs to ha- 
z ard his life in the defence and ſervice of his country. 


In winter, 1665, he werit with the earl of Sandwich” 
to ſea, when he was ſent to lie for a Dutch Eaſt- India 
fleet; and was in the Revenge, commanded by fir” 
Thomas Tiddiman, when the attack was made on 
the port of Bergen in Norway, the Dutch ſhips ha- 


ving got into that port. It was as deſ; perate an at- 
tempt as ever was made. During the whole action, 


the earl of Rocheſter ſhewed as brave and as reſolute” 
a courage as was poſſible: a perſon of honour told 
me he heard the lord Clifford, who was in the ſame 
ſhip, often magnify his courage at that time very 


highly, Nor did the rigours of the ſeaſon, the hard- 


nefs of the voyage, and the extreme danger he had 
been in, deter him from running the like on the very 
next occaſion'; for the ſummer following he went to 


ſea again, without communicating his deſign to his 
neareſt relations. He went on- board the ſhip com- 
manded by fir Edward Spragge, the day before the 
great ſea-fight of that year. Almoſt all the volun- 


teers that were in the ſame ſhip were killed. Mr. 


Middleton (brother to fir Hugh Middleton) was ſhot. 
in the arm. During the action, ſir Edward Spragge, 


not being ſatisſied with the behaviour of one of his 


captains, could not eaſily find a perſon that would 
en venture . — danger to carry 
bis 
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by his commands to that captain. 


10 
This lord ocferel 


himſelf to the ſervice; and went in a little boat, 


through all. the ſhot, and delivered his. meſſage, and 
| returned back to fir Edward; which was much com- 


mended by all that ſaw it. He thought it neceſſary. 


to begin his life with theſe. demonſtrations. of courage, 
in an clement and way of fighting which is acknow- | 


ledged to be the greateſt win of Sear and undaunted 
. | 


He had ſo entirely laid down the ene rene ; 


that was growing on him before his travels, that at his 
return he hated nothing more; but, falling into 
company that loved theſe exceſſes, he was, though 


not without difficulty, and by many ſteps, brought 


back to it again; and the natural heat of his fancy, 


being inſlamed by wine, made him ſo extravagantly 
pleaſant, that many, to be more diverted by that 
humour; ſtudied to engage him deeper and deeper in 


intemperance which at length did fo entirely ſub- 


| due him, that, as he told-me, for five years together 


he was continually drunk ; not all the while under 
the viſible effects of it, but his blood was ſo inflamed, 


that he was not, in all that time, cool enough to be 
perfedly maſter of himſelf, This led him to ſay and 

do many wild and unaccountable things: by this, he 
. aid, he had broken the firm conſtitution of his 


| health, that ſeemed ſo ſtrong that nothing was too 


hard for it; and ys had ike) ſo much in his repu- 
nation, 
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kation, that he aloft deſpaired to rc cover it. T here 


were two. principles i in his natural temyer that, being 
heightened by that heat, carried him to great ex- 


_ ceſſes: a violent love of pleaſure, and a diſpoſition 
to extravagant mirth. The one involved him in 
great ſenſuality ; the other led him to many odd ad- 


ventures and frolics, in which he was oft in hazard 


of his life: the one being the fame irregular appetite | 


in his mind that the other was in his body, which 


led him to think nothing diverting that was not ex- 


travagant. And though, in cold blood, he was a 
generous and goog- -natured man, yet he would go 


far, in his heats, after any thing that might turn to 


a jeſt or matter of diverſion, He ſaid to me, he 
never improved his intereft at court to do a preme- 
ditate miſchief to othetffperſons. Yet he laid out his- 
wit very freely in libels and ſatires, in which he had 


a a peculiar talent of mixing his wit with his malice, 
and fitting both with ſuch apt words, that men were 


tempted to be pleaſed wirh them: from thence his 


compoſures came to be eaſily known, for few had 


ſuch a way of tempering theſe together as he had ; 


ſo that, when any thing extraordinary that way came 


out, as a child is fathered ſometimes by its reſem- 
blance, ſoit was aid at his door as its parent and 


4 
* 


author. 
Theſe exerciſes in the Suit of his life were not 
always equally pleaſant to him ; he had often ſad in- 
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| tervals and ſevere refleQions on them: and, though 
then he had not theſe awakened in him by any deep 
principle of religion, yet the horror that nature raiſed 
in him, eſpecially in ſome ſickneſſes, made him too 
eaſy to receive ſome ill principles which others en- 
deavoured to poſſeſs him with; ſo that he was too 
ſoon brought to ſet himſelf to ſecure and fortify his 
mind againſt that, by diſpoſſeſſing it all he could of 
the belief or apprehenſions of religion. The licen- 
tiouſneſs of his temper, with the briſkneſs of his wit, 
diſpoſed him to love the converſation of thoſe who 
divided their time between lewd actions and irregular 
mirth. And ſo he came to bend his wit, and direct 
his ſtudies and endeavours, to ſupport and ſtrengthen 
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theſe ill principles in himſelf and others. 


An accident fell out after this which confirmed him 
Oi More in theſe courſes, When he went to ſea in the 
25 year 1665, there happened to be, in the ſame ſhip 
With him, Mr. Montague and another gentleman 
of quality. Theſe two, the former eſpecially, 

: ſeemed perſuaded that they ſhould never return into 
England: Mr. Montague ſaid he was ſure of it ; 
other was not ſo poſitive. The earl of Rocheſter 

| and the laſt of theſe entered into a formal engage- 

| ment, not without ceremonies of religion, that, if 
either of them died, he ſhould appear, and give the 
other notice of the future ſtate, if there was any; but 
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the day came that they thought to have taken the 


Dutch fleet in the port of Bergen, Mr. Montague, 


though he had ſuch a ſtrong preſage in his mind of 


his approaching death, yet he generouſly ſtaid all the 
while in the place of greateſt danger. The other 
gentleman ſignalized his courage in a moſt undaunt- 
ed manner till the end of the action, when be fell on 
a ſudden into ſuch a trembling that he could ſcarce 
ſand; and, Mr. Montague going to him to hold 


him up, as they were in each other's arms, a cannon- 


ball killed him outright, and carried away Mr, Mon- 
tague's belly, ſo that he died within. an, hour after, 
The earl of Rocheſter told me that theſe preſages 


| they had in their minds made ſome impreſſion on 
him, that there were ſeparated beings; and that the 
ſou}, either by a natural ſagacity, or ſome ſecret no- 


tice communicated to it, had a ſort of divination. 


But that gentleman's never appearing was a great 
ſnare to him during the reſt of his life; though 


when he told me this, he could not but acknow- 
ledge it was an unreaſonable thing for him to think, 
that beings in another ſtate are not under ſuch laws 


and limits that they could not command their own 


motions but as the Supreme Power ſhould order 
them; and that one, who had ſo corrupted the na- 


tural principles of truth as he had, had no reaſon to 


expect that ſuch an e thing ſhould: be 
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ſermon; but was found  deag in his bed the next 
morning. "Theſe things, he ſaid, made him inclined 
to believe the ſoul was a ſubſtance diſtin from mat- 
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He told me of another odd preſage that one had 


of his approaching death in the lady Warre's, his 
* mother-in-Jaw's, houſe. 
that ſuch a day he ſhould die; but, being by all the 
| family put out of the belief of it, he had almoſt for- 


The chaplain had dreamt 


got it; till, the evening before, at ſupper, there 
being thirteen-at table, according to a fond conceit 


that one of theſe muſt ſoon die, one of the young 


ladies pointed to him that he was to die. He, re- 
membering bis dream, fell into ſome diſorder ;z and, 

he lady Warre reproving him for his ſuperſtition, 
he ſaid he was confident he was to die before morn- 
but he being in perfect health, it was not 
It was Saturday night, and he was 
to preach next day. He went to his chamber, and 
- fat up late, as appeared by the burning of his can- 
nd he had been preparing his notes for his 


ter; and this often returned into his thoughts. But 
that which perfected: his perſuaſion about it was, 
that, in the ſickneſs which brought him ſo near 
death before I firſt knew him, when his ſpirits were 
ſo low and ſpent that he could not move nor ſtir, 


and he did not think to live an hour, he ſaid his 


reaſon and judgment were ſo clear and ſtrong, that 


not 
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not the ſpending. or diſſolution of the ſoul, but only 
the ſeparation of it from matter. He had in that 


ſickneſs great remorſes for his paſt liſe; but he af- 


terwards told me, they were rather general and dar- 


horrors than any conviction of ſinning againſt God. 
He was ſorry he had lived fo as to waſte his ſtrength» 
ſo ſoon, or that he had brought ſuch an ill name 


upon himſelf; and had an agony in his mind about 
it which he knew not well how to expreſs; 3 but at 
ſuch times, though he complied with his friends in. 
ſuffering divines to be ſent for, he ſaid he had no- 


great mind to it, and that it was but a-piece of his: 


breeding to deſire them to pray by him, in which he: 
Joined little himſelf. 


As to the Supreme Being, he had a always: PN 


preſſion of one; and profeſſed often to me, that he 


had never known an entire atheiſt, who. fully be- 
lieved there was no God. Yet, when he. explained 
his notion of this Being, it amounted to no more 
than a vaſt power, that had none of the attributes 
of goodneſs or juſtice we aſcribe to the Deity. Theſe 
were his thoughts about religion, as himſelf told me. 
For morality, he freely owned to me, that, though 
he talked of it as a fine thing, yet this was only be- 
cauſe he thought it a decent mode of ſpeaking ; and 
that, as they went always in clothes, though in their 
frolies they would have choſen ſometimes to have. 
gone. naked,, if they, had not feared the LL SEE 
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ſome of them found it neceſſary, for human life, te 
talk of mbrality, yet he conſeſſed they cared not for 
it, farther than the reputation of it was neceſſary for 
their credit and affairs; of which he gave me many 


inſtances: as their profeſſing and ſwearing friendſhip 


where they bated mortally; their oaths and impre- 
cations on their addreſſes to women, which they in- 
tended never to make good; the pleaſure they took 
in defaming innocent perſons, and ſpreading falſe 
reports of ſome, perhaps in revenge, becauſe they 


could not engage them to comply with their ill de- 


ligns; the delight they had in making people quar- 


rel; their unjuſt uſage of their creditors, and put- 
ung them off by any deceitful promiſe they could 
invent that might deliver them from preſent impor- ” 
So that, in deteſtation of theſe courſes, he: 


tunity. 
would often break forth into ſuch hard expreſſions, 


concerning himſelf, as W 5 en for anocher 


to repeat. 

Such had been his . Priuck ner and practices in a 
buff of many years, which had almoſt quite extin- 
gviſhed the natural propenſities in him to juſtice and 
virtue. He would often go into the country, and 
be for ſome months wholly employed in ſtudy, or the 
ſallies of his wit, which he came to direct chiefly to 


' atire. And this he often defended to me, by ſaying 


there were ſome people that could not be kept in or- 


der ot admoniſhed but in this way. I replied, that 
. 8 | it 
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it might be granted that a grave way of tine was 


ſometimes no improfitable way of reproof; yet 


they, who uſed it only out of ſpite, and mixed lies 


with truth, ſparing nothing that might adorn their 


poems or gratify their revenge, could not excuſe 
that way of reproach by which the innocent often 


ſuffer; ſince the moſt malicious things, if wittily 
expreſſed, might ſtick, to and blemiſh the beſt. men 
in the world; and the malice of a libel could hardly 
conſiſt with the charity of an admonition. To this 
he anſwered, a man could not write with life unleſs 
he were heated by revenge; for, to write a ſatire, 
without reſentments, upon the cold notions of phi- 
loſophy, was as if a man would in cold blood cut 
men's.throats who had never offended him; and he 


ſaid the lies in theſe libels came often in as orna- 


ments that could not be ſpared wihout ſpoiling the 
beauty of the poem. 


For his other ſtudies, they were divided between: 


the comical and witty writings of the ancients and 
moderns, the Roman authors, and books of phyſic, 


which the ill ſtate of health he was fallen into made- ; 


more neceſſary to himſelf, and which qualified him 


for an odd adventure which I ſhall but juſt mention. 

Being under an unlucky-accident, which obliged _ 

him to keep out, of the way, he diſguiſed himſelf _ 

ſo that, his neareſt; friends could not have known 

him, and; ſet up, in Tower-ſtreet,; for an Italian 
: 1 mountebank,, 
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THE LIFE AND-DEATH OF 


mountebank, where he practiſed phyſic for ſome ; 


weeks not without ſucceſs, In his Jatter years he 
read books of hiſtory more, He took pleaſure to 
diſguiſe himſelf as a porter, or as a beggar ; ſome- 
times to follow ſome mean amours, which for the 
variety of them he affected. At other times, mere- 
ly for diverſion, he would go about in odd ſhapes, 
in which he ated his part ſo naturally, that even 
- thoſe, who were in the ſecret, and ſaw him in theſe 


ſhapes, could perceive nothing "> which he might 


be diſcovered. | 

I have now made the deſcription of his former 
life and principles as fully as I thought neceſſary to 
anſwer my end in writing, and yet with thoſe re- 
ſerves that I hope I have given no juſt cauſe of of- 
| fence to any. I have ſaid nothing but what I had 
from his own mouth, and have avoided the mention- 
ing of the more particular paſſages of his life, of 
which he told me not a few: but, ſince others were 
concerned in them, whoſe good only I deſign, I will 
ſay nothing that may either provoke or blemiſh 


them. It is their reformation, not their diſgrace, I 


deſire. This tender conſideration of others has 
made me ſuppreſs many remarkable and uſeful 
things he told me; but, finding that, though I 


ſhould name none, yet I muſt at leaſt relate ſuch 


circumſtances as would give too great occaſion for 


the n to 6 * the perſons in- 
tended, 


tende 
venie 
over. 
were 
ſomey 
wards 


reflect 


upon t 
conver 
long 11 
treat m 


to men 
his prit 


withou 
tain de 


what ſt 


was no! 
not to 
he wou 


fore hin 
when it 


mind to 


tended, right or wrong, either of which were incon-- 


venient enough, I have choſen to paſs them quite” 
over. But 1 hope thoſe, that know-how much they 
were engaged with him in his ill courſes; will be: 


ſomewhat touched with this tenderneſs I expreſs to-- 
wards them, and be thereby the rather induced to: 
reflect on their ways, and to conſider, without pre- 
judice or paſſion, what a ſenſe this noble lord had 
of their caſe, when he came at laſt ſeriouſly to rele 
upon his own. b 
I now turn to thoſe parts of this narrative wherein: 

I myſelf bore ſome ſhare, and which I am to deliver- 


upon the obſervations I made after a long and free 
converſation with him for ſome months. I was not 


long. in. his company when he told me he ſhould 
treat me with more freedom than he had ever uſed: 


to men of my profeſſion ; he would conceal none of 
his principles from me, but lay his thoughts 88 


without any diſguiſe; nor would he do it to main- 
tain debate, or ſhew his wit, but plainly tell me 


what ſtuck with him; and proteſted to me, that he 
was not ſo engaged to his old maxims as to reſolve 


not to change, but that, if he could be convinced: . 
he would chodſe rather to be of another mind. H&- 


faid he would impartially weigh what I ſhould lay be- 
fore him, and tell me freely when it did convince and 

when it did not. He expreſſed this diſpoſition 6f* 

mind to me in a manner fo frank, that 1: could nuts : 


e 155 but 
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but believe him and be much taken with his way of 


diſcourſe : fo we entered into almoſt all the parts of 
natural and revealed religion, and of morality. He 
| ſeemed pleaſed, and in a great meaſure ſatisfied, 


with what I ſaid upon many of theſe heads; and, 
though our freeſt converſation was when we were 


alone, yet upon ſeveral occaſions other perſons were 


witneſſes to it. I underſtood from many hands that: 
my company was not diſtaſteful to him, and that the- 
ſubjects about which we talked moſt were not unac- 
ceptable . and he expreſſed himſelf often not ill 
pleaſed with many things I ſaid to him, and particu- 


larly when I viſited him in his laſt ſickneſs; ſo that 


J hope it may not be altogether unprofitable to pub- 
liſh the ſubſtance of thoſe matters about which we 
argued ſo freely, with our reaſoning upon them; 
and perhaps what had ſome effects on him may be 
not altogether ineffeQual.upon others. I followed 
him with ſuch arguments as I ſaw were moſt likely 
to prevail with him; and my not urging other rea- 
ſons proceeded not from any diſtruſt I had of their 
force, but from the neceſlity of uſing thoſe that were: 
moſt proper for him. He was then in a low ſtate 


of health, and ſeemed to be ſlowly recovering of a 
great diſeaſe. He was in the milk diet, and apt to 
fall into hectical fits; any accident weakened him, 


© that he thought he could. not live long ; and, when 


he went from London, he ſaid he believed he ſhould: 
never 
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never:come to town more. Yet, during his being in: 


town, he was ſo well, that he went often abroad, 


and had great vivacity of ſpirit; ſo that he was un 


der no ſuch decay as either darkened or weakened his 


underſtanding; nor was he any way troubled with: 


the ſpleen or vapours, or under the power of me- 
lancholy. What he was then, compared to what he: 


had been formerly, I could not fo well judge, who» 
had ſeen him but twice before. Others have told me: 
they perceived no difference in his parts. This II 
mention more particularly, that it may not bes 


thought that melancholy, or the want of fpirits,. 


made him more inclined to receive any impreſſions :: 


for indeed I never diſcovered any ſuch thing in him. 


Having thus opened the way to the heads of our 


diſcourſe, I ſhall next mention them. The three - 


chief things we talked about were morality, natural 
religion, and revealed religion, Chriſtianity in par- 


ticular. For morality, he confeſſed he ſaw: the ne-- 


ceſſity of it, both for the government of the world, 
and for the preſervation of health, life, and friend-- 


ſhip; and was very much afhamed of his former” 
practices, rather becauſe he had made himſelf: ax 
beaſt, and had brought pain and ſickneſs on his bo- 
dy, and had ſuffered much in his reputation, thin: 


from any deep ſenſe of a Supreme Being or another 
ſtate. But ſo far this went with bim, thathe reſolved 
N to change the courſe of his life, which he. 
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36, ; THE LIFE AND DEATH or 
thought he ſhould effect by the ſtudy of philoſophy. 


and had not a few no leſs ſolid than pleaſant notions: 
concerning the folly and madneſs of vice. But he. 
confeſſed he had no remorſe for his paſt actions as 
offences againſt God, but only as injuries to BNET _ 
and to mankind, 

Upon this ſubject E ſhewed him the defects of phi: 
loſophy for reforming the world; That it was a 

matter of ſpeculation, which but few either had the 
leiſure or the capacity to enquire into; but the prin- 

eiple that muſt reform mankind muſt be obvious to 
every man's underſtanding. That philoſophy, in 

- matters of morality, beyond the great lines of our 
duty, had no very certain. fixed rule; but, in the 
leſs offices and inſtances of our duty, went much: 
by the fancies of men and cuſtoms of nations; and 
conſequently could not have authority enough to | 

5 bear down the propenſities of nature, appetite, or and t! 


paſſion: for which I inſtanced in theſe two points; leſs xe 
the one was about that maxim of the Stoics, to extir- that t. 
pate all ſort of paſſion and concern for any thing. ferenc 
That, take it by one hand, ſeemed. defirable, be- receive 
cauſe, if it could be accompliſhed, it would make fflled o 
all the accidents of life eaſy; but 1 think it carinot, for a n 
becauſe nature, after all our ſtriving againſt it, will and ne 
ſtill return to itſelf: yet, on the other hand, it diſ- WAS nc 
thence 


by” ſolved the bonds of nature and friendſhip, and ſlack- 
enced induſtry, which will move but dully without I .fhould 
an RE 


john EARL Or ROCHESTER: _ -: 


an inward heat; and, if it delivered a man {fron any 
troubles, it deprived him of the” chief pleaſures. of: 
life, which ariſe from friendſhip. © The other was- | 
concerning the reſtraint of pleafure, how far that was- 
to go. Upon this he told me the two maxims of his 
morality then were, that he ſhould do nothing to the. 
hurt of any other, or that might prejudice his own. 


health; and he thought that all pleaſure, when it- 
did not interfere with theſe, was to be indulged as. 
the gratification of our natural appetites. It ſeemed. 
unreaſonable to imagine, theſe were put into a. 
man only to be reſtrained, or curbed to ſuch a nar- 
rowneſs: this he * to the free uſe of wine and 


women. 


To this I anſwered; that, if appetites being na- 


tural was an argument for the indulging them, then 


the revengeſul might as well allege it for murder; 
and the covetous for ſtealing, whoſe appetites are no 


leſs keen on thoſe objects, and yet it is acknowledged 


7 


that theſe appetites ought to be curbed. If the dif- 


ference is urged from the injury that another perſon 


receives, the injury is as great if a man's wiſe is de- 


filed or his daughter-corrupted; and it is impoſlible 
for a man to let his appetites looſe to vagrant luſts, 
and not to tranſgreſs in theſe particulars: ſo there 
was no curing the diſorders that muſt ariſe from 
thence but by regulating theſe appetites. And why 
ould we not as well think that God intended our 
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brutiſh and ſenſual appetites ſhould be governed by 
our reaſon, as that the fierceneſs of beaſts ſhould be 
| managed and tamed by the wiſdom, and for the uſe, 
of man? So that it is no real abſurdity to grant, 
that appetites were put into men on purpoſe to exer- 
ciſe their reaſon in the reſtraint and government of 
them, which to be able to do miniſters a higher and 
more laſting pleaſure to a man than to give them 


their full ſcope and range. And, if other rules of 


philoſophy be obſerved, ſuch as the avoiding thoſe 


objects that ſtir paſſion, nothing raiſes higher paſſions , 


than ungoverned luſt; nothing darkens the under - 


ſtanding and depreiſes a man's mind more; nor is 


any thing managed with more frequent returns of 


other immoralities, ſuch as oaths and imprecations, 


which are only intended to compaſs what is deſired: 

the expence, that is neceſſary to maintain theſe irre- 
gularities, makes a man falſe in his other dealings. 
All this he freely confeiled was true: upon which I 
urged, that, if it was reaſonable for a man to regu- 


late his appetite in things which he knew were hurt- 


ful to him, was it not as reaſonable for God to pre- 
ſcribe a+ regulation of thoſe appetites whoſe unre- 


ſtrained courſe did produce ſuch miſchievous effects? 
what we would have others do unto us was a juſt 


rule: thoſe men, then, that knew how extreme ſen- 


üble they themſelves would be. of the diſhonour of 
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their families, in the caſe of their wives or daugh-- 
ters, muſt needs condemn themſelves for doing that- 
which they could not bear from another: and, if the 
peace of mankind, and the intire ſatisfaction of our 


| whole life, ought to be one of the chief meaſures- 


of our aCtions, then let all-the world judge, whether- 
a man, that confines his appetite, and lives content= 
ed at home, is not much happier than thoſe that let- 
their deſires run after forbidden objects. The thing 
being granted to be better in itſelf, then the queſtion 
falls between the reſtraint of appetite, in ſome in- 
ſtances, and the freedom of a man's thoughts, the 
ſoundneſs of his health, his application to affairs, 
with the eaſineſs of his whole life: whether the one 
is not to be done before the other ? As to the dif- 
eulty of ſuch a reſtraint, though it is not eaſy to be 
done, when a man allows himſelf many liberties in 
which it is not poſſible for him to ſtop, yet thoſe, 


who avoid the occaſions that may kindle theſe im- 


pure flames, and keep themſelves well employed, | 
find the victory and dominion over them no ſuch: 
impoſſible or hard matter as may ſeem at firſt view: 

ſo that, though the philoſophy and morality of this 


point were plain, yet there is not ſtrength enough in: 


that principle to ſubdue nature and appetite. Upon: 


this I urged, that. morality could not be a. ſtrong: 


thing unleſs a man were determined by a law within 
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cy, or the laws of the land, this would teach him- 


only to uſe ſuch cautions in his ill practices, that 
they ſhould not break. out too viſibly; but would 


never carry him to an inward and univerſal probity. 


That virtue was of ſo complicated a nature, that, 


unleſs a man came intirely within its diſcipline, he 


could not adhere ſtedfaſtly to any one precept; for 


vices are often made neceſſary ſupports to one ano- 


ther. That this cannot. be done, either ſteadily or 
with any ſatisfaction, unleſs the mind does inwardly 
comply with, and delight in, the dictates of virtue; 


and that could not be effected, except a man's na- 


ture were internally regenerated and changed by a 
higher principle: till that came about, corrupt na- 
ture would be ſtrong and philoſophy but feeble, eſ- 


pecially when it ſtruggled with ſuch appetites or paſ- 
ſions as were much kindled or deeply rooted in the 
conſtitution df oneꝰs body. This, he ſaid, ſounded 


to him like enthuſiaſm, or canting: he had no notion 
of it, and ſo could not underſtand it. He compre- 
hended the dictates of reaſon and philoſophy; in 


which, as the mind became much converſant, there 
would ſoon follow, as he believed, a greater eaſineſs 


in obeying its precepts. T.told him, on the other 
hand, that all his ſpeculations. of. philoſophy weuld 
not ſerve him in any ſtead to the reforming of his na- 


ture and life, till he applied himſelf to God for in- 
ward affiſtances. It was certain that the impreſſions 
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made in his reaſon governed him as they were lively 
preſented to him; but theſe are ſo apt to ſlip out of 


our memory, and we ſo apt to turn our thoughts 
from them, and at ſome times the contrary impreſſi- 
ons are ſo ſtrong, that, let a man ſet up a reaſoning ; 


in his mind againſt them, he finds that celebrated 
ſaying of the poet — - 


Video meliora, probogue; deteriora ſequar— 


& T ſee what is better, and approve it; but fol- - 


low what is worſe” — 


to be all that philoſophy will amount to. Whereas 


thoſe, who upon ſuch occaſions apply themſelves to 


God by earneſt prayer, feel a diſengagement from 


ſuch impreſſions, and themſelves endued with a 


power to reſiſt them; ſo that thoſe n which 


formerly held them, fall off. 
This, he ſaid, muſt be the effect of à heat in na- 


ture: it was only the ſtrong diverſion of the thoughts 
that gave the ſeeming victory, and he did not doubt, 
but, if one could turn to a problem in Euclid, or to 


write a copy of verſes, it would have the ſame effect. 


To this 1 anſwered, that, if ſuch methods did only 
divert the thoughts, there might be ſome force in 


what he ſaid : but, if they not only drove out ſuch 
inclinations, but begat impreſſions contrary to them, 


and brought men into a new diſpoſition and habit of 
mind, then he muſt confeſs there was ſomewhat more 


than a diverſion in theſe changes, which were brought 
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on our minds by true devotion. I added, that reaſon 
and experience were the things that determined our 
perſuaſions: that experience without reaſon may be 
thought the deluſion of our fancy, ſo reaſon without 
experience had not ſo convineing an operation; but 


theſe two meeting together, muſt needs give a man 


all the ſatis faction he can deſire. He could not ſay 
it was unreaſonable to believe that the Supreme 
Being might make ſome thoughts ſtir in our minds 
with more or leſs force as it pleaſed 34 eſpecially, 


the force of theſe motions being, for the moſt part, 5 
according to the impreſſion that was made on our. 
brains, which that power, that directed the whole 
frame of nature, could make grow deeper as it 


pleaſed, It was alſo, reaſonable to ſuppoſe God a. 
being of ſuch goodneſs, that he would give his aſſiſt- 
ance to ſuch as deſired it; for, though he might, 


upon ſome greater occaſions, in an extraordinary 


manner turn ſome people's minds; yet, ſince he had 


endued man with a faculty of reaſon, it is fit that 
men fhould employ that as, far as they could, and 
beg his aſſiſtance; which certainly they can do. All 


this ſeemed. reaſonable, and at laſt probable. Now 


good men, who felt, upon their frequent applica» 


tions to God in prayer, a freedom from thoſe ill im- 


love to virtue and true goodneſs, an eaſineſs and de- 
bgkr ima the parts'of haiele which was Conn 
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cheriſhed in them by a ſeriouſneſs in prayer, and did | 
anguiſh as that went off, had as real a perception- 
of an inward ſtrength in their minds, that did riſe . 


and: fall with true devotion, as they perceived. the: 


ſtrength of their bodies increaſed or abated, accord- 


ing as they had or wanted good nouriſhment. * 
After many diſcourſes upon this ſubjeQ, he Rill 
continued to think all was the effect of fancy. He 


ſaid that he underſtood noching of it, but acknow- | 
ledged that he thought they were happy whoſe fan- 
cies were under the power of ſuch impreſſions, ſince 
they had ſomewhat on which their thoughts reſted 


and centered; but, when 1 ſaw-him-in his laſt ſick- 


neſs, he then told me he had another ſenſe of what 


we had talked concerning prayer and inward aſſiſt- 


world was made by chance, and the regular courſe 
of nature ſeemed to demonſtrate the eternal power 
of its Author. This, he ſaid; he could never ſhake- 


off; but when he came to explain his notion of the 


Deity, he ſaid he looked on it as a vaſt power that 
wrought every thing by the neceſſity of its nature; 
and thought that God had none of thoſe affections 
of love or hatred which bred perturbation in us, and 


by conſequence he could not ſee that there was to be 
either reward or puniſhment. He thought our con- 


ceptions 


ances. This ſubject led us to diſeourſe of God, 
and of the notion of religion in general. He believed 
there was a Supreme Being: he could not think the 
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. THE LITE AND DEATH OF 
ceptions of God were ſo low, that we had better not 
think much of him; and to love God ſeemed to him 


a preſumptuous thing, and the heat of fanciful men. 


Therefore he believed there ſhould be no other reli- 


gious worſhip but a general celebration of that Being 


in ſome ſhort hymn : all the other parts of worſhip he 
eſteemed the inventions of prieſts, to make the world 
believe they had a ſecret-of incenſing and appeaſing 
God as they pleaſed. In a word, he was neither 
perſuaded that there was a ſpecial providence about 


human affairs, nor that prayers were of much uſe, 
ſince that was to look on God as a weak being that 


would be overcome with importunities. And, for 


the ſtate after death, though he thought the ſoul did 


not diſſolve at death, yet he doubted much of rewards 
or puniſhments: the one he thought too high for us 
to attain by our ſlight ſervices; and the other was 


too extreme to be inflicted for fin. This was the ſub- 


ſtance of his ſpeculations about-God and religions 
I told him his notions of God were ſo low, that 
the Supreme Being ſeemed to be nothing but nature. 


For, if that Being had no freedom or choice of its 
own actions, nor operated by wiſdom or goodneſs, 


all thoſe reaſons, which led him'to acknowledge a 


God, were contrary to this conceit ; for, if the or- 


der of the univerſe; perſuaded him to. think there 
was a God, he muſt at the ſame time conceive him to 


be both. wiſe and good, as well as ROTH ſince. 
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theſe all appeared equally in the creation, though his 


wiſdom and goodneſs had ways of exerting them- 
ſclves that were far beyond our notions or meaſures, 
If God was wiſe and good, he would naturally love 
and be pleaſed with thoſe that reſemble him in theſe 
perfections, and diſlike thoſe that were oppoſite to 
him. Every rational being naturally loves itſelf, 


and is delighted in others like itſelf, and is averſe 


from what is not ſo. Truth is a rational mature's 
acting in conformity to itſelf in all things, and 
goodneſs is an inclination to promote the happineſs 
of other beings: ſo truth and goodneſs were the eſ- 


ſential perfections of every reaſonable being, and 


certainly moſt eminently in the Deity. .Nor does his 


.mercy or love raiſe paſſion or perturbation in him; for 


we feel that to be a weakneſs in ourſelves which in- 
deed only flows from a want of power or {kill to do 


what we wiſh or deſire. It is alſo reaſonable to be- 


lieve God would aſſiſt the endeavours of the good 
with ſome helps ſuitable to their nature; and that it 
could not be imagined, that thoſe who imitated him 
ſhould not be ſpecially favoured by him; and there- 
fore, ſince this did not appear in this ſtate, it was 


-moſt reaſonable. to think it ſhould be in another, 


where the rewards ſhall be an admiſlion to a more 


- perfect ſtate of conformity to God, with the felicity 


that follows it; and the puniſhments ſhould be a 
total excluſion rom him, with all the horror and 


darkneſs 
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46 THE LIFE AND DEATH or 5 
darkneſs that muſt ſollow that. Theſe ſeemed to be 


the natural reſults of ſuch ſeveral courſes of life, as 


well as the effects of divine juſtice, rewarding or 
puniſhing. For, ſince he believed the ſoul had a 
diſtinct ſubſiſtence, ſeparated from the body, upon 
its diſſolution, there was no reaſon to think it paſſed 
into a ſtate of utter oblivion of what it had been in 
formerly: but that, as the reflections on the good 
or evil it had done muſt raiſe joy or horror in it, ſo 
"thoſe good or ill diſpoſitions accompanying the de- 
. Parted fouls, they muſt either riſe up to a higher per- 
fection or ſink to a more depraved and miſerable 
ſtate. In this life variety of affairs and objects do 
much cool and divert our minds; and are, on the 
one hand, often great temptations to the good, and 
give the bad ſome eaſe in their trouble; but, ina 


fate wherein the ſou] ſhall be ſeparated from ſenſi- 
ble things, and employed in a more quick and ſub- 


55 lime way of operation, this muſt very much exalt the 
55 Joys and improvements of the good, and as much 
_ heighten the horror and rage of the wicked, So that 
| it ſeemed a vain thing to pretend to believe a Supreme 
I . Being, t that is wiſe and good, as well as great, and not 


"to think a diſcrimination will be made between the 
good and the bad, which it is manifeſt is not fully 

done in this life. 
As for the goyernment of the world, if we believe 
"WE Supreme Power ** it, there is no reaſon to 
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JOHN EARL OF ROCHESTER, 47 
think he does not govern it; for all that we can 
fancy againſt it is the diſtraction which that infinite 
variety of ſecond cauſes, and the care of their con- 
cernments, muſt give to the firſt, if it inſpects them 


all. But as, among men, thoſe of weaker capacities 


* 


are wholly taken up with ſome one thing, whereas 


thoſe of more inlarged powers can without diſtraction 
have many things within their care, —as the eye can 
at one view receive a great variety ðf objects in that 
narrow compaſs without confuſion, — ſo, if we con- 
ceive the divine underſtanding to be as far above our's 


as his power of creating and framing the whole uni- 


verle is above our limited activity, we will no more 


think the government of the world a diſtraction to 
him; and, if we have once overcome this prejudice, 
we ſhall be ready to acknowledge a providence di- 
recting all affairs a care well becoming the Great 
Creator. I | 


As for worſhipping him, if we imagine our wor- 
ſhip is a thing that adds to his Nippel or gives 
him ſuch a fond pleaſure as weak people have to hear 
themſelves commended, or that our repeated addreſ- 


ſes do overcome him through our mere importunity, 
we have certainly very unworthy thoughts of him, 
The true ends of worſhip come within another con- 
ſideration, which is this: a man is never entirely re- 
formed till a new principle governs his thoughts; 
: 12 makes that principle ſo ſtrong as deep and 
frequent : 
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a - frequent meditations of God, whofe nature, though 
it be far above our comprehenſion, yet his goodneſs 
and wiſdom. are ſuch perfections as fall within our 
imagination: and he, that thinks often of God, and 
conſiders him as governing the world and as ever ob- 
_ ſerving all his actions, will feel a very ſenſible effect 
of ſuch meditations, as they grow more lively and 
frequent with him; ſo the end of religious worſhip, 

either public or private, is to make the apprehenſions 
of God have a deeper root and a ſtronger influence 
on us. The frequent returns of theſe are neceſſary, 

leſt, if we allow too long intervals between them, 
theſe impreſſions may grow feebler, and other ſug- 
geſtions may come in their room; and the returns 
of prayer are not to be conſidered as favours extorted 
by mere importunity, but as rewards conferred on 
men ſo well diſpoſed and prepared for them, accord- 
ing to the promiſes that God has made for anſwering 
our prayers; thereby to engage and nouriſh a devout 
temper in us, which is the chief root of all true ho- 
lineſs and virtue. 

It is true, we cannot have ſuitable notions of the 
Nt divine eſſence ; ; as indeed we have no juſt idea of any 
eſſence whatſoever, fince we commonly conſider: all 
things either by their outward figure or by their 
effects, and from thence make inferences what their 
nature muſt be: ſo, though we cannot frame any 


1 image in our minds of the divinity, yet we 
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may, from the diſcoveries God has made of himſelf, 
form ſuch. conceptions of him, as may poſſeſs our 


_ minds with great reverence for him, and beget in us 
ind ſuch a love of thoſe perfections as to engage us to 
ob. imitate them. For, when we ſay we love God, the 
ect meaning is, we love that being that is holy, juſt, 
and good, wiſe, and infinitely perfect: and loving theſe 
ap; attributes in that object will certainly carry us to 
ons deſire them in ourſelves. For, whatever we love in 
Wee another, we naturally, according to the degree of our 
ys Jove, endeavour to reſemble it. In ſome, the loving 
em, and worſhipping God, though they are juſt and rea- 
vg- ſonable returns and expreflions of the ſenſe we have 
1 as of his goodnels to us, yet they are exacted of us not 
rted only as a tribute to God, but as a mean to beget in 
On us a conformity to his nature, which is the chief end 
ord- of pure and undefiled religion. 

ring If ſome. men have at ſeveral times fad; out in- 
out ventions to corrupt this, and cheat the world, it is 
bo- nothing but what occurs in every fort of employ- 
; ment to which men betake themſelves: mounte- 
the banks corrupt phyſie ; pettifoggers have entangled | 
an) I the matters of property; and all profeſſions have 
T all been vitiated by the Enavert ies of a number of their h 
Pen calling. 5 

their With all theſe diſcourſes 5 was not equal] y fa- * 
any tisfied : he ſeemed convinced that the impreſſions 
t. We of God being much in mens minds would be the 
may, | © powerful 
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powerful means to reform the world ; and did not 
ſeem determined againſt providence. But, for the 
next ſtate, he thought it more likely that the ſoul 
began anew, and that, her ſenſe of what ſhe had 
done in this body lying in the figures that are made 
in the brain, as ſoon as ſhe diſlodged all theſe pe- 


riſhed, and that the ſoul went into ſome other ſtate, 


to begin a new courſe, But J ſaid, on this head, 
that this was at beſt a conjecture, raiſed in him by 
his fancy; for he could give no reaſon to prove it 
true: nor was all the remembrance our ſouls had of 
paſt things ſeated in ſome material figures lodged 
in the brain; though it could not be denied. but a 
great deal of it lay in the brain, That we have 
many abſtracted notions and ideas of immaterial 


things which depend not on bodily figures : "ſome | 


ſins, ſuch as falſehood and ill-nature, were ſeated 
in the mind, as luſt and appetite were in the body; 
and, as the whole body was the receptacle of the 
ſoul, and the eyes and ears were the organs of ſee- 
ing and hearing, ſo was the brain the ſeat of me- 
mory: yet the power and faculty of memory, as 


well as of ſeeing and hearing, lay in the mind; and 


ſo-it was no unconceivable thing, that either the 
ſoul, by its own ſtrength, or by the means of ſome 
ſubtiler organs which might be fitted for it in ano- 
ther ſtate, ſhould ſtill remember as well as think. 


But indeed we know ſo little of the nature of our 
ſouls, 
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\ ſouls, that it is a vain thing for us to raiſe an hypo- 
theſis out of the conjectures we have about it, or 
to reject one becauſe of ſome difficulties that occur 
to us; ſince it is as hard to underſtand how we re- 
member things now as how we ſhall do it in another 
ſtate : only we are ſure we do it now; and ſo we 
ſhall be then, when we do it. 

When I preſſed him with the ſecret joys that a 
good man felt, particularly as he drew near death, 
and the horrors of ill men, eſpecially at that time, 
he, was willing to aſccibe it to the impreſſions they 
had from their education: but he often confeſſed, 
that, whether the buſineſs of religion was true or 
not, he thought thoſe who had the perſuaſions of 
it, and lived fo that they had quiet in their con- 
ſciences, and believed God governed the world, and 
acquieſced in his providence, and had the hope of 
an endleſs bleſſ:dneſs in another ſtate, the happieſt 
men in the world; and ſaid, he would give all that 
he was maſter of, to be under thoſe perſuaſions, and 
to have the ſupports and joys that muſt needs flow 


from them. I told him, the main root of all cor- 


ruptions in mens principles was their ill life; which, 
as it darkened their minds, and diſabled them from 
diſcerning better things, ſo it made it neceſſary for 
them to ſeck out ſuch opinions as might give them 
eaſe from thoſe clamours that would otherwiſe have 
been raiſed within them. He did not deny, but that, 
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after the doing of ſome things, he felt great and ſe⸗ 


vere challenges within himſelf; but he ſaid, he felt 
not theſe after ſome others which I would perhaps 
call far greater fins than thoſe that affected him 


more ſenſibly. This, I ſaid, might flow from the 


diſorders he had caſt himſelf into, which had cor- 
rupted his judgment, and vitiated his taſte of things; | 


and, by his long continuance in, and frequent re- 
peating of, ſome immoralities, he had made them 
ſo familiar to him, that they. were become as it were 


natural; and then it was no wonder if he had not fo 


exact a ſenſe of what was good or evil; as a a feveriſh. 


man cannot judge of taſces. 


He did acknowledge, the whole em of reli- 
gion, if believed, was a greater foundation of quiet 


than any other thing whatſoever ; for all the quiet 
he had in his mind was, that he could not think ſo 
good a being as the Deity would make him miſera- 
ble. I aſked, if, when by the ill courſe of his life 
he had brought ſo many diſeaſes on his body, he 


could blame God for it, or expect that he ſhould: 
deliver him from them by a miracle? He confeſſed - 


there was no reaſon for that. I then urged, that, if 
- fin ſhould caſt the mind, by a natural effect, into 


endleſs horrors and agonies, which being ſeated in 
a being not ſubject to death, muſt laſt for ever, un- 


leſs ſome ag . 2888 interpoſed, could he 
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accuſe God for that which was the effect of his own 
choice and ill life ? | 

He ſaig, they were happy that believed; for it 
was not in every man's power. 

And upon this we diſcourſed long about revealed 
religion, He ſaid, he did not underſtand the buſi- 


neſs of inſpiration: he believed the penmen of the 


ſcriptures had heats and honeſty, and ſo wrote; but 
could not comprehend how God ſhould reveal his 


ſecrets to mankind, Why was not man made a 


creature more diſpoſed for religion, and better il- 
Juminated? He could not apprehend how there 
ſhould be any corruption in the nature of man, or 
a lapſe derived from Adam. God's communicating 
his mind to one man was the putting it in his power 
to cheat the world : for prophecies and miracles, 
the world had been always full of ſtrange ſtories; 
for, the boldneſs and cunning of contrivers meeting 
with the ſimplicity and credulity of the people, 
things were eaſily received; and, being once re- 
ceived, paſſed down without contradiction. The 
incoherences of ſtile in the ſcriptures, the odd tran- 


ſitions, the ſeeming contradictions, chiefly about 
the order of time, the cruelties enjoined the Iſraelites - 


in deſtroying the Canaanites, circumciſion, and 
many other rites of the Jewiſh, worſhip, ſeemed to 
him unſuitable to the divine nature; and the firſt 
three chapters of Geneſis he thought could not be 
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true, unleſs they were parables. This was the ſub- 


ſtance of what he excepted to revealed religion in 
general, and to the Old Teſtament in particular. 

I anſwered to all this, that believing a thing upon 
the teſtimony of another, in other matters where 
there was no reaſon to ſuſpect the teſtimony, chiefly 
where it was confirmed by other circumſtances, was 
not-only a reaſonable thing, but it was the hinge 
on which all the government and juſtice in the world 
depended ; ſince all the courts. of juſtice proceed 
upon the evidence given by witneſſes; for the uſe of 
writings is but a thing more lately brought into the 
world. So then, if the credibility of the thing, the 
innocence and diſintereſtedneſs of the witneſſes, the 
number of them, and the publickeſt confirmations 
that could poſſibly be given, do-concur to perſuade 
us of any matter of fact, it is a vain thing to ſay, 
becauſe it is poſſible for ſo many men to agree in a 
lie, that therefore theſe have done it. In all other 
things a man gives his aſſent, when the credibility is 
ſtrong on the one fide, and there appears nothing on 
the other ſide to balance it. So, ſuch numbers 
agreeing in their teſtimony to theſe miracles, (for 
| inflance, of our Saviour's calling Lazarus out of the 
grave the fourth day after he was buried, and his 
own riſing again after he was certainly dead,) if 
there had been never ſo many impoſtures in the 
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tend this was one. We find, both by the Jewiſn 
and Roman writers that lived in that time, that 
our Saviour was crucified, and that all his diſciples 
and followers believed certainly that he aroſe again. 
They believed this upon the teſtimony of the apoſ- 
tles, and many hundreds who ſaw it and died con- 
firming it. They went about to perſuade the world 
of it with great zeal, though they knew they were 
to get nothing by it but reproach and ſufferings ; and 
by many wonders which they wrought, they con- 
firmed their teſtimony. Now, to avoid all this, by 
ſaying it is poſſible this might be a contrivance, 
and to give no preſumption to make it ſo much as 
probable that it was ſo, is, in plain Engliſh, to ſay, 
« we are reſolved, let 855 evidence be what it will, 
« we will not believe it.” 


He-ſaid, if a man ſays he cannot believe, what 


help is there ? for he was not maſter of his own be- 


lief, and believing was at higheſt but a probable 
opinion, To this I anſwered, that, if a man will 


let a wanton conceit poſſeſs his fancy againſt theſe 
things, and never conſider the evidence for religion 


on the other hand, but reject it upon a ſlight view 
of it, he ought not to ſay he cannot, but he will 
not, believe: and, while a man lives an ill courſe 
of life, he is not fitly qualified to examine the mat- 
ter aright, Let him grow calm and virtuous, and, 


upon due application, examine things fairly, and 


C4 then 


on. 
* 
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then let bim pronounce according to his conſcience, 
if, to take it at its loweſt, the reaſons on the one 


hand are not much ſtronger than they are on the 


other, For I found he was fo poſſeſſed with the ge- 
neral conceit, that a mixture of knaves and fools 
had made all extraordinary things be eaſily believed, 
that it carried him away to determine the matter 
without ſo much as looking on the hiſtorical evi- 
dence for the truth of Chriſtianity, which he had 
not enquired into, but had bent all his wit and ſtu- 
dy to the ſupport of the other fide, s for that, 
that believing is at beſt but an opinion; if the evi- 
dence be but probable, it is ſo; but, if it be ſuch 


that it cannot be queſtioned, it grows as certain as 


| knowledge : for we are no leſs certain that there is 
a a great town called Conſtantinople, the ſeat of the 

Ottoman empire, than that there is another called 
London. We as little doubt that queen Elizabeth | 


once reigned | as that king Charles now [in 1680] \ 


reigns in England. So that believing may be as 
certain, and as little ſubject to doubting, as ſeeing 
or knowing. CHE. 

There are two forts of believing divine matters; 
the one is wrought in us by our comparing all the 
"evidences of matter, of fact, for the confirmation of 


revealed religion, with the prophecies in the ſcrip- 


ture; where things were punctually predicted, ſome 


ages before theie completion; not in dark and 
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doubtful words, uttered like oracles, which might 
bend to any event; but in plain terms, as the fore- 
telling that Cyrus by name ſhould ſend the Jews 
back from the captivity, after the fized period of 
ſeventy years; the hiſtory of the Syrian and Egyp- 
tian kings, ſo punctually foretold by Daniel; and 
the prediction of the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, with 
many circumſtances relating to it, made by our Sa- 
viour : joining theſe to the excellent rule and deſigns 


of the ſcripture in matters of morality, it is at leaſt 
as reaſonable to believe this as any thing elſe in the 


world. Yet ſuch a believing as this is only a ge- 
nera] perſuaſion in the mind, which has not that 
effect, till a man, applying himſelf to the directions 
ſet down in the ſcriptures, (which, upon ſuch. evi- 


dence, cannot be denied to be as reaſonable as for 


a man to follow the preſcriptions of a learned phy- 
ſician, and, when the rules are both good and eaſy, 
to ſubmit to them for the recovery of his health,) 
and, by following theſe, finds a power entering 
within him, that frees him from the ſlavery of his 


appetites and paſſions, that exalts his mind above the- 


accidents of life, and ſpreads an inward purity in 
his heart, from which a ſerene and calm joy ariſes- 
within him: and good men, by the efficacy theſe- 
methods have upon them, and. from the returns of 
their prayers, and other endeavours, grow aſſured 
that the ſe things are true and anſwerable to the pro- 

C 5 „„ miſes 
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miſes they find regiſtered in ſcripture. All this, he 


ſaid, might be fancy: but to this I anſwered, that, 
as it were unreaſonable to tell a man that is abraad 


and knows he is awake, that perhaps he is in a 
dream and in his bed, and only thinks he is abroad; 
or that, as ſome go about in their ſleep, ſo he may 


be aſleep ſtill; ſo good and religious men know, 


though others might be abuſed by their fancies, that 
they are under no ſuch deception ; and find they are 
neither hot nor enthuſiaſtical, but under the power 
of calm and clear principles. All this he ſaid he 
did not underſtand; and that it was to aſſert or beg 
the thing in queſtion; which he could not compre- 
hend. | 


As for the poſſibility of Rt Ag it was a vain 


thing to deny it; for, as God gives us the ſenſe of 


ſceing material objects by our eyes, and has opened 
in ſome a capacity of apprehending high and ſublime 
things, of which other men ſeemed utterly incapa- 
ble; fo it was a weak aſſertion that God cannot 
awaken a power, in ſome mens minds, ta apprehend 
and know ſome things in ſuch a manner that others 
are not capable of it. This is not half ſo incredi- 
ble to us as ſight is toablind man; who yet may be 
convinced there is a ſtrange power of ſeeing that 
governs men, of which he finds himſelf deprived. 
As for the capacity put into ſuch mens hands to de- 
ceive the world, we are at the ſame time to conſider, 
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that, beſides the probity of their tempers, it cannot 


be thought but God can fo forcibly bind up a man, 


in ſome things, that it ſhould not be in his power 
to deliver them, otherwiſe than as he gives him in 
commiſſion. Beſides, the confirmation of miracles 


is a divine credential to warrant ſuch perſons in what 
they deliver to the world, which cannot be imagined 


can be joined to a lie, ſince this were to put the 


omnipotence of God to atteſt that which no honeſt 


man would do. For the buſineſs of the fall of man, 
and other things, of which we cannot perhaps give 
ourſelves a perfect account, we, who cannot fathom 
the ſecrets of the council of (30d, do very unreaſon- 


ably to take on us to reject an excellent ſyſtem of 
good and holy rules, becauſe we cannot ſatisfy our- 


ſelves about ſome difficulties in them. Common 
experience tells us, there is a great diſorder in our 
natures, which is not eaſily rectified : all philoſophers: 
were ſenſible of it, and every man that deſigns to- 
govern himſelf by reaſon feels the ſtruggle between 
it and nature: ſo that it is plain there is a lapſe of 
the high powers of the ſoul. 

But why, ſaid he, could not this be rectified by 


ſome plain rules given; but men muſt come and 
thew a trick, to perſuade the world they ſpeak to 
them in the name of God ? I anſwered, that reli- 


gion, being a deſign to recover and fave mankind, 


was to be fo opened as to awaken and work upon 
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all ſorts of people; 3 and generally men of a ſimpli- 
City of mind were thoſe that were the fitteſt objects 
for God to ſhew his favour to; therefore it was ne- 
ceſſary that meſſengers ſent from heaven ſhould ap- 
pear with ſuch alarming evidence as might awaken 
the world, and prepare them, by ſome aſtoniſhing 
ſigns, to liſten to the doctrine they were to deliver. 
Philoſophy, that was only a matter of fine ſpecu- 
f lation, had few votaries ; and, as there was no au- 

thority i in it to bind the world to believe its dictates, 
ſo they were only received by ſome of nobler and 
refined natures, who could apply themſelves to, and 
delight in ſuch notions. But true religion was to 
be built on a foundation that ſhould carry more 
| weight on it, and to have ſuch convictions as might 
not only reach thoſe who were already diſpoſed to 
receive them, but rouſe up ſuch as, without great 


and ſenſible excitation, would have SORT WH ſlept 


on in their ill courſes, 


Upon this and ſome ſuch occaſions, I told him, f 


I faw the ill uſe he made of his wit, by which he 
furred the graveſt things with a light daſh of his 
fancy; and the pleaſure he found in ſuch wanton 

expreſſions, as calling the doing of miracles the 
| mewing of a trick, did really keep him from ex- 


amining them with that care which ſuch 8 re- 


) 


| quired. 
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that time, we have ſo little knowledge of the lan- 
guage In which it was writ, have ſo imperfe& an 
account of the hiſtory of thoſe ages, know nothing 


of their cuſtoms, forms of ſpeech, and the ſeveral 


periods they might have, by which they reckon their 
time, that it is rather a wonder we ſhould under. 
ſtand ſo much of it, than that many paſſages in it 
ſhould be ſo dark to us. The chief uſe of it, as to 
us Chriſtians, is, that, from writings which the 
Jews acknowledged to be divinely inſpired, it is 
manifeſt the Mefliah was promiſed before the deſtrue- 
tion of their temple; which being done long ago, 
and theſe prophecies agreeing to our Saviour, and 
to no other, here is a great confirmation given to 
the Goſpel. But, though many things in theſe 


books could not be underſtood by us who live above 


3000 years after the chief of them were written, it 
. di en, i 


is no ſuch extraordinary matter. 


For that of the deſtruction of the Canaanites by 


the Iſraelites, it is to be conſidered, - that, if God 
had ſent a pl-gue among them all, that could not 
haye been found fault with. If then God had a 
right to take away their lives without injuſtice or 


cruelty, he had a right to appoint others to do it, 
as well as to execute it by a more immediate way ; 
and the taking away people by the ſword is a much 
gentler way of dying than to be ſmitten with a 


plague-or a famine, And, for the children that 
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were innocent of their fathers faults, God could in 
another ſtate make that up to them. So all the 
difficulty is, why were the Iſraelites commanded to 
execute a thing of ſuch barbarity ? But this will 
not ſeem ſo hard, if we conſider that this was to be 
no precedent for future times; ſince they did not do 
it but upon ſpecial warrant and commiſſion from 
heaven, evidenced to all the world by ſuch mighty 
miracles as did plainly ſhew that they were parti- 
cularly deſigned by God to be the executioners of 
his juſtice; and God, by employing them in ſo ſe- 
vere a ſervice, intended to poſſeſs them with great 
horror of idolatry, which was puniſhed in ſo ex- 
treme a manner. 55 — 
For the rites of their religion, we can ill judge 
of them, except we perfectly underſtood. the ido- 
latries round about them, to which we nd they 
were much inclined: ſo they were to be bent by 


other rites to an extreme averſion from them: and, 


yet, by the pomp of many of their ceremonies and 
ſacrifices, great indulgences were given to a people 
naturally fond of a viſible ſplendor in religious wor- 
ſbip. In all which, if we cannot deſcend to ſuch 
ſatisfactory anſwers, in every particular, as a curi- 
ous man would deſire, it is no wonder. The long 
interval of time, and other accidents, bave worn 
out thoſe things which were neceſſary to give us a 
clearer ight into the meaning of them. And for 
the 
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the ſtory of the creation, how far ſome things in it 
may be parabolical, and how far hiſtorical, has 
been diſputed: there is nothing in it that may not 
be hiſtorically true: for, if it be acknowledged that 


ſpirits can form voices in the air, (for which we have 


as good authority as for any thing in hiſtory,) then 
it is no wonder that Eve, being ſo lately created, 


might be deceived, and think a ſerpent ſpake to her, 


when the evil ſpirit framed the voice. 

But, in all theſe things, I told him he was in the 
wrong way, when he examined the buſineſs of reli- 
gion by ſome dark parts of ſcripture; therefore I 
defired him to conſider the whole contexture of the 
Chriſtian religion, the rules it gives, and the me- 
thods it preſcribes, Nothing can conduce more to 
the peace, order, and happineſs of the world, than 
to be governed by its rules. Nothing is more for 
the intereſt of every man in particular : the rules of 
ſobriety, temperance, and moderation, were the beft 
preſervers of life, and, which was perhaps more, of 
health; humility, contempt of the vanities of the 


world, and the being well employed, raiſe a man's 


mind to a freedom from the follies and temptations 
that haunted the greateſt part. Nothing was ſo ge- 
nerous and great as to ſupply the neceſſities of the 
poor and to forgive injuries ; nothing raiſed and 


maintained a man's reputation ſo much as to be 
exactly juſt and merciful, kind, charitable, and com 


paſſionate 
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oatfonate ; ; nothing opened the powers of a man's 
ſoul ſo much as a calm temper, a ſerene mind, free of 
paſſion and diſorder; nothing made ſocieties, fami- 
lies, -and neighbourhoods, ſo happy, as when theſe 


rules, which the Goſpel preſcribes, took place, of 


doing as we would have others do to us, and loving 
our neighbours as ourſelves, | 


The Chriſtian worſhip was alſo plain and fimple, 


ſuitable to ſo pure a doctrine. The ceremonies of 
it were few and ſignificant, as the admiſſion to it by 


ies with water, and the memorial of our - Sa- 


viour's death in bread and wine, The motives in it 
to perſuade to this purity were ſtrong: that God ſees 


us, and will judge us for all our actions: that we 


ſhall be for ever happy or miſerable as we paſs our 
lives here : the example of our Saviour's life, and 
the great expreſſions of his love in dying for us, are 
mighty engagements to obey and imitate him. The 
plain way of expreſſion, uſed by our Saviour and his 
apoſtles, ſhews there was no artifice, where there was 


ſo much ſimplicity uſed : there were no ſecrets kept 
only among the prieſts, but every thing was open to 


all Chriſtians : the rewards of holineſs are not entire- 


ly put over to another ſtate, but good men are ſpeci- 


ally bleſt with peace in their conſciences, great joy 
in the confidence they have of the love of God, and 


of ſeeing him for ever, and often a ſignal W of 


bleſlings follows them i in their whole lives ; but if at 
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other times calamities fell on them, theſe were ſo 


much mitigated by the patience they were taught, 
and the inward aſſiſtances with which they were fur- 
niſhed, that even thoſe croſſes were converted to 


bleſſings. 
I deſired he would lay all theſe things together, and 


ſee what he could except to them, to make him think 


this was a contrivance. Intereſt appears in all human 


contrivances; our Saviour plainly had none; he 
avoided applauſe, withdrew himſelf from the offers 


of a crown; he ſubmitted to poverty and reproach, 
and much contradiction in his life, and to a moſt. 
ignominious and painful death. His apoſtles had 


none either, they did not pretend either to power 
or wealth ; but delivered a doctrine that muſt needs 
condemn them, if they ever made ſuch uſe of it; 
they declared their commiſſion fully without reſerves 
till other times; they recorded their own weakneſs ; 


ſome of them wrought with their own hands; and, 


when they received the charities of their converts, it 


was not ſo much to ſupply their own neceſſities as £q 


diſtribute to others; they knew they were to ſuffer 
much for giving their teſtimonies to what they had 


ſeen and heard; in which ſo many, in a thing ſo. 


viſible as Chriſt's reſurrection and aſcenſion, and 


the effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt which he had pro- 
miſed, could not be deceived ; and they gave ſuch 


public confirmations of it, by the wonders they 
themſelves 
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themſelves wrought, that great multitudes were con- 
verted to a doctrine, which, beſides the oppoſition 
it gave to luſt and paſſion, was borne down and 
perſecuted for three hundred years; and yet its force 
was ſuch, that it not only weathered out all thoſe 
ſtorms, but even grew and ſpread vaſtly under them. 
Pliny, about threeſcore years after, found their 
numbers great, and their lives innocent : and even 
Lucian, amidſt all his raillery, gives a high teſtimony 
to their charity and contempt of life, and the other 
| virtues of the Chriſtians; which is likewiſe more than 
once done by malice itſelf, Julian the apoſtate. 


If a man will lay all this in one balance, and 


compare with it the few exceptions brought to it, he 


will ſoon find how ſtrong the one, and how ſlight the 


other. Therefore it was an improper way, to be- 
gin at ſome cavils about ſome paſſages in the New 
Teſtament, or the Old, and from thence to prepoſ- 


ſeſs one's mind againſt the whole. The right me- 
thod had been firſt to conſider the whole matter, and 


from ſo general a view to deſcend to more particular 
enquiries; whereas they ſuffered their minds to be 
foreftalled with prejudices ; ; fo that they never exa- 
' mined the matter impartially. 


Jo the greateſt part of this he ſeemed to aſſent, 


only he excepted to the belief of myſteries in the 
Chriſtian religion; which he thought no man could 


do, lince it is not in a man's power to believe that 
Ba which 
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which he cannot comprehend, and of which he can 


have no notion. The believing myſteries, he ſaid, 


made way for all the jugglings of prieſts ; for they, 
getting the people under them in that point, ſet out 


to them what they pleaſed; and giving it a hard 
name, and calling it a myſtery, the people were 


| tamed, and eaſily believed it. The reſtraining a 
man from the uſe of women, except one in the way 


of marriage, and denying the remedy of divorce, he 
thought unreaſonable impoſitions on the freedom of 
mankind : and the buſineſs of the clergy, and their 
maintenance, with the belief of ſome authority and 
power, conveyed in their orders, looked, as he 
thought, like a piece of contrivance ; and why, ſaid 
he, muſt a man tell me, I cannot be ſaved, unleſs 
I believe things againſt my reaſon, and then that I 


muſt.pay him for telling me of them ? Theſe were 
all the exceptions which at any time I heard from him 
to Chriſtianity z to which I made theſe anſwers. 


For myſteries, it is plain there is in every thing 
ſomewhat that is unaccountable, How animals or 
men are formed in their mothers bellies, how ſeeds 


grow in the earth, how the ſoul dwells in the body, 


and acts and moves it; how we retain the figures of 


many words or things in our memories, and how we 


draw them out ſo, eaſily and orderly in our thoughts 


or diſcourſes ; how fight and hearing were fo quick 


and diſtinct, how we move, and how bodies were 
| com- 
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compounded and united ; theſe thi ings, if we follow 
them into all the difficulties that we may raiſe about 
them, will appear eyery whit as unaccountable as 


any myſtery of religion; and a blind or deaf man 
would judge ſight or hearing as incredible as any 


myſtery may be judged by us; for our reaſon is not 
equal to them. In the ſame rank, different degrees 
of age or capacity raiſe ſome far above others, ſo 


that children cannot fathom the learning, nor weak 


perſons the councils of more illuminated minds; 
therefore it was no wonder if we could not under- 


ſtand the Divine Eſſence. We cannot imagine how 
two ſuch different natures as a ſoul and body ſhould 
ſo unite together, and be mutually affected with one 


another's concerns; and how the ſoul has one prin- 
ciple of reaſon, by which it acts intellectually, and 
another of life, by which it joins to the body and 


acts vitally: two principles ſo widely differing both 
in their nature and operation, and yet united in one 
and the ſame perſon. There might be as many hard 


arguments brought againſt the poſſibility of theſe 
things, which yet every one knows to be true, from 
ſpeculative. notions, as againſt the myſteries men- 


tioned in the ſcriptures, As that of the Trinity, 


that in one eſſence there are three different principles 
of operation, which, for want of terms fit to expreſs 
them by, we call perſons, and are called in ſcripture 


the a Son, and Holy Ghoſt; and that the 
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ſecond of theſe did unite himſelf in a moſt intimate 


manner with the human nature of Jeſus Chriſt; and 
that the ſufferings he underwent were accepted of 
God as a ſacrifice for our ſins; who thereupon con- 
ferred on him a power of granting eternal life to all 


that ſubmit to the terms on which he offers it; and 


that the matter of which our bodies once conſiſted, 


which may as juſtly be called the bodies we laid down 
at our deaths as theſe can be ſaid to be the bodies 


which we formerly lived in, being refined and made 


more ſpiritual, ſhall be reunited to our ſouls, and 
become a fit inſtrument for them in a more perfect 


eſtate; and that God inwardly bends and moves our 
wills by ſuch impreſſions as he can make on our 
bodies and minds. - $ 
Theſe, which are the chief myſteries of our reli- 
gion, are neither ſo unreaſonable, that any other 


objection lies againſt them, but this, that they agree 
not with our common notions, nor ſo unaccountable 
that ſome what like them cannot be aſſigned in other 
things, which are believed really to be, though the 
manner of them cannot be apprehended: ſo this 
ought not to be any juſt objection to the ſubmiſſion 
of our reaſon to what we cannot ſo well conceive, 
provided our belief of it be well grounded. There 


have been too many niceties brought indeed rather 
to darken than explain theſe : they have been de- 


fended by weak arguments, and illuſtrated by fimilies 
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not always ſo very apt and pertinent; and new-ſub= 


tilties have been added, which have rather perplexed 
than cleared them. All this cannot be denied; the 
oppoſition of heretics anciently occaſioned too much 
curioſity among the fathers, which the ſchoolmen 
have wonderfully advanced of late times. But if 
myſteries were received rather in the ſimplicity in 


which they are delivered in the ſcriptures than ac- 


cording to the deſcantings of fanciful men upon them, 
they would. not appear much more incredible than 
ſome of the common objects of ſenſe and perception. 
And it is a needleſs fear, that, if ſome myſteries are 
acknowledged, which are plainly mentioned in the 
New Teſtament, it will then be in the power of the 


prieſts to add more at their pleaſure. For it is an 


abſurd inference from our being bound to aſſent to 
ſome truths about the Divine Eſſence, of which the 
manner is not underſtood, to argue that therefore 
in an object preſented daily to our ſenſes, ſuch as 


bread and wine, we ſhould be bound to believe, 


againſt their teſtimony, that it is not what our 


ſenſes perceived it to be, but the whole fleſh and 
blood of Chriſt, an entire body being in every 


erumb and drop of it. It is not, indeed, in a man's 


power to believe thus againſt his ſenſe and reaſon, 
where the object is proportioned to them, and fitly 
applied, and the organs are under no indiſpoſition 
or diſorder, It is certain that no myſtery-is to be 
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admitted but upon very clear and expreſs authori- 
ties from ſcripture, which could not reaſonably be 
underſtood in any other ſenſe. And, though a man 
cannot form an explicit notion of a myſtery, for 
then it would be no longer a myſtery, yet, in gene- 
ral, he may believe a thing to be, though he cannot 
give, himſelf, a particular account of the way of it; 
or, rather, though he cannot anſwer ſome objections 
which lie againſt it. We know we believe many 
ſuch in human matters, which are more within our 
reach; and it is very unreaſonable to ſay we may 
not do it in divine things, which are much more 
above our apprehenſions. 

For the ſevere reſtraint of the uſe of women, it 
is hard to deny that privilege to Jeſus Chriſt, as a 
lawgiver, to lay ſuch reſtraints as all inferior legiſ- 
lators do; who, when they find the liberties their 
ſubjects take prove hurtful to chem, ſet ſuch limits, 
and make ſuch regulations, as they judge neceſſary 


and expedient. It cannot be ſaid, but the reſtraint 


of appetite is neceſſary in ſome inſtances; and, if 


it is neceſſary in theſe, perhaps other reſtraints are 


no leſs neceſſary to fortify and ſecure them: for, if 
it be acknowledged that men have a property in 
their wives and daughters, ſo that to defile the one, 
or corrupt the other, is an unjuſt and injurious 


thing, it is certain that, except a man carefully 


. his appetites, he wil break through theſe 
reſtraints z 
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reſtraints; ; and therefore our Saviour, knowing that 
nothing could ſo effectually deliver the world from 
the miſchief of unreſtrained appetite as ſuch a con- 
finement, might | very reaſonably enjoin it. And in 
all. ſuch caſes, we are to balance the inconveniences 


on both hands; and, where we find they are hea- 
vieſt, we are to acknowledge the equity of the law. 
On the one hand there is no prejudice, but the re- 
ſtraint of appetite z on the other are the miſchiefs of 
being oiven up to pleaſure, of running: inordinately 


into it, of breaking the quiet of our own family at 


home and of others abroad, the engaging int&much 


paſſion, the doing many falſe and impious things to 
compaſs what is deſired, the waſte of mens eſtates, 
time, and health. Now, let any man judge whe-. 
ther the prejudices on this fide are not greater than 
that ſingle one on the other ſide, of being denied 

ſome pleaſure. For polygamy, it, is but reaſonable, 
ſince women are equally concerned in the laws of 
marriage, that they ſhould be conſidered as well as 
men; but, in a ſtate of polygamy, they are under 


great miſery and jealouſy, and are indeed barbarouſſy 


uſed. Man being alſo of a ſociable nature, friend- 


ſhip and conyerſe were amogg the primitive intend- 
ments of marriage; 3 in which, as far as the man may 


excel the wife in greatneſs of mind and height of 


knowledge, the wife ſome way makes that up with 


her affection and tender care; ſo that, from both 
happily 
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: unppily.enixcd, there ariſes a harmony, which is, 


to virtuous minds, -one of the greateſt joys of life : 
but all this is gone in a ſtate of polygamy, which 
occaſiorſs perpetual jarrings and jealouſies. And 


the variety does but engage men to a freer range of 
pleaſure; which is not to be put in the balance with 
the far greater miſchiefs that muſt follow the other 
courſe. So that it is plain our Saviour conſidered 
the nature of man, what it could bear, and what 
was fit for it, when he fo reſtrained us in theſe our 


liberties. And for divorce, a power to break that 
bond would too much encourage married perſons in 
the little quarrellings that may ariſe between them, 


if it were in their power to depart one from another: 


for, when they know that cannot be, and that they 


mult live and die together, it does naturally incline 


them to lay don their reſentments, and to endea- 
vour to live together as well as they can. So, the 
law of the Goſpel being a law of love, deſigned to 
engage Chriſtians to mutual love, it was fit that all 


ſuch proviſions ſhould be made as might advance and 
maintain it, and all ſuch-libefties be taken away as 
are apt to enkindle and foment ſtrife. This might 
fall in ſome inſtances to be uneaſy and hard enough; 
but laws conſider what falls out moſt commonly, 
and cannot provide for all» particular caſes. The 


beſt laws are, in ſome inſtances, very great griev- 


ances; but che adyantaiges being balanced vun 
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the inconveniences, meaſures are to be taken AL 
cordingly. Upon this whole matter, I ſaid, that 


pleafure ſtood in; oppoſition to other conſiderations + 


of great weight, and: ſo the decifion was ealy: and, 
ſince our Saviour offers us ſo great rewards, it is but 
reaſonable he have the privilege of loading theſe 
promiſes with ſuch conditions as are not in them- 
ſelves grateful to our natural inclinations ; for all 
that propoſe high tewards have W wende to 
exact difficult performances. 
To this he ſaid, we are ſure the terms are-diff 
cult, but are not ſo ſure of the rewards. Upon tais 
I told him, that we have the ſame aſſurance of the 
rewards that we have of the other parts of the Chriſ- 
tian religion. We have the promiſes of God, made 
to us by Chrift, confirmed b y many miracles 3 We 
have the earneſts of theſe, in the quiet and peace 
which follow a good conſcience, and in the reſur- 
rection of him from the dead who hath promiſed 
to raiſe us up. So that the reward is ſufficiently 
aſſured to us; and there is no reaſon it ſhould. be 
given to us before the conditions are performed on 
which the promiſes are made. It is but reaſonable 
e ſhould truſt God, and do our duty, in hopes 
of that eternal life, which God, \ who: cannot lie, 
hath promiſed. | The; difficulties are not ſo great 
as thoſe, which ſometimes the commoneſt concerns 
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ſciences, the governing our health and affairs, bring 
us often under as great ſtraits: ſo that it ought to 
be no juſt prejudice that there are ſome things in re- 
ligion that are uneaſy, ſince this is rather. the. effect 
of our corrupt natures, which are farther deprayed 
by vicious habits, and can hard! y turn to any new 
courſe of life without ſome pain, than of the dic- 
tates of Chriſtianity, which are in themſelves juſt 
and reaſonable, and will be eaſy to us when re- 
newed and in a . meature whine to our reien 
tive integrity. no nE $3339 
As for the bucrptiond os 1065 to che! Aire 
of the clergy, and the authority to which they pre- 


tended if they ſtretched their deſigns too far, the 


Goſpel did plainly, reprove them for it; ſo that it was 
very ſuitable to that church, Which was ſo gtoſsly 
faulty this way, to take the ſcriptures out of the 
hands of the people, ſince they, « do..ſo; manifeſtly 
diſclaim all ſuch practices. The viiefs of the true 
Chriſtian religion have no ſecrets among them 
which the world muſt, not know; but are only an 


order of men, dedicated ta God, to attend on ſacred 
| things, who, ought to be holy; in, a More peculiar 


manner, ſince they are to handle the things of God. 
It was neceſſary that ſuch: perſons! ſhould have a due 
eſteem paid them, and a fit maintegance appointed 


for them, ſo that they might be-preſeryed from.the 
See hay follows poverty, and the diſtractions 
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Which the provid ing againſt it might otherwiſe in- 
volye them in. And as, in the order of the world, 
it was neceſſary, for the ſupport of magiſtracy and 


government, and for preſerving its eſteem, that 


ſome ſtate be uſed, (though it is a happineſs when 

| gteat men have philoſophical minds to deſpiſe the 

Pageantry of it,) ſo the plentiful ſupply of the _ 
| "of, if well dſed"and"applied by them, will certainly 
turn to the advantage of religion. And, if ſome 
Wen either through ambition or covetouſneſs yied in- 

direct means, or ſervile compliances, to aſpire to 
ſuch dignities, and, being / poſſeſſed of them, ap- 

. * 1 Lend ad ts ab ire bomb. or 
plied their wealth ether asu) wr vain 5 
made great -fortunes out of it for their families, 
theſe were perſonal failings, in _— ths * 
| how Chriſt was not concerned. 1 


He upon that told me bah tbere was nothing 
1 What gave nim, and many others, a more ſecret en- 


couragement in their ill ways, than that thoſe, who 


795 pretended to believe, lived ſo that they could not be 


thought to be in carneſt when they ſaid it: for he 
was ſure religion was either a mere contrivance, or 
ö the moſt important ching that could be; ſo that, if 
be once believed, he would ſet himſelf in great ear- 
| neſt to live ſuitably to it. The aſpirings that he 
bad obſerved at court of ſome of the clergy, with 
the ſervile ways they took to attain to preferment, 
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about trifles, made him often think they ſuſpected 


the things were not true, which in their ſermons; 
and diſcourſes they ſo earneſtly recommended. Of 
this he had gathered many inftances; I knew ſome: 
of them were miſtakes and calumnies; yet I could 
not deny but ſomething of them might be too true: 
and I publiſh-this the more freely, to put all that 
pretend to religion, chiefly thoſe that are dedicated 
to holy functions, in mind of the great obligation 
that lies on them to live ſuitable to their profeſſion 5 

ſince otherwiſe a great deal of the irreligion and 


atheiſm, that are among us, may too juſtly be 
charged on them: for wicked men are delighted 
out of meaſure when they diſcover ill things in 


them, and conclude, from thence, , not only that, 


they are JP, but * religion itſelf is a 
cheat. Mn 
But] ſaid to way upon this head, that, though. 
no good man could continue in the practice of any 
known fin, yet ſuch might, by the violence or ſur- 


| priſe of A temptation, to which they are liable as 


much as others, be on a ſudden overcome to do an 


ill thing, to their great grief all their life after; 
and then it was a very unjuſt inference, upon ſome. - 
few faili g, to conclude that ſuch men do not be- : 
lieve themſelves, | But, how bad ſoever many are, | 


it cannot be denied but there are alſo many, both 
of the clergy and laity, who. give OE; and real 
D 3 | demon- 
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Genn bt of the power religion has over them, 
in their contempt of the world, the ſtrictneſs of 
their lives, their readinoſs to forgive injuries, to re- 
lieve the poor, and to do good on all occaſions; and 
yet even theſe may have their failings,” either in 
ſuch things in which their conſtitutions are weak, or 
their temptations ſtrong and ſudden; and in all ſuch 


TAE LIFE AND DEATH OF- . 


caſes wwe are to judge of men rather by the courſe of 


their lives than by the errors that they, — in- 
| firtnity'or ſarpriſe, may have ſliptinto. 


. . Theſe were the chief heads we have difcourſed on; 
and, as far as I can remember, T have faithfully re- 
peated .the ſubſtance of our arguments, I have not 


cbncealed 'the ſtrongeſt things he ſaid to me; but, 
: though I have not enlarged on all the exc urſtons of 


his wit in ſetting them off, yet I have given them 
their full ſtrength, as he expreſſed them, and, AS 
far as T could recollect, have ulect his on words; 
{6 that Tam afraid ſome may cenfare me for ſerting 
don theſe thin 88 fo largely, Which impious men 
may make an ill uſe of, and gather together to en- 
couragè and defend themfelves in their vices: but, 
if they will compare them with the anſwers made to 
them, and the Tenſe that ſo great and refined a 


wit had of them "afterwards, I hope they may, 
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through the Meg. of God, be not altogether in- 


7 effectual. 
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me, he ſaw vice and impiety were as contrary to, 
human ſociety as wild beaſts let looſe would: bez. 
and therefore he firmly reſolved to change the whole 


method of his life, to become ſtrictly juſt and true, 
to be chaſte and temperate, to forbear ſwearing 
and irreligious diſcourſe, to worſhip and pray to 


his Maker; and that, though he was not arrived at 
a full perfuaſion of Chriſtianity, he would never 
employ his wit bar to run it t down, or to corrupt 
others. 5 

Of which I have fince a farther 0e from a 


perſon of quality who converſed much with him the. 
laſt year of his life; to whom he would often ſay, 


that he was happy if he did believe, and _ he 
would never endeavour to dra him from it; 


To all this I anfwered; that a virtuous-life i | 


be very uneaſy to him unleſs vicious inclinations 


were removed, it would otherwiſe be a perpetual 
conſtraint. Nor could it be effected without an 


inward principle to change him; and that was only 


to be had by applying himſelf to God for it in fre- 


quent and earneſt prayer: and, I was ſure, if his 


mind was once cleared of theſe diforders, and cured 
of thoſe diſtempers, which vice brought on it, ſo 
| great an underſtanding would ſoon ſee through all 
thofe flights of wit that do feed atheiſm and irreli- 
gion, which have a falſe glittering in them, ** 
dazzle. das oe; minds, who have not ca- 
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pacity enough to penetrate farther than the ſurfaces 
of things; and ſo they ſtick in theſe toils, which the 
5 firength of his mind would ſoon, break through, if i it 
were once freed from thoſe Nag Ms NaN and 
darkened it. I 
At this paſs he was, rv, ay went tm London 
ee the beginning of April: he had not been long 
in the country, when he thought he. was ſo well, 
that, being to go to his eſtate in Sometſetſhite, he 
rode thither poſt. This heat and violent motion did 
ſo inflame an ulcer that was in bis bladder, that it 
raiſed à very great pain in thoſe parts; yer he with 
much difficulty came back by coach to the lodge at 
| Woodſtock- park. He was then wounded. both in 
| body and mind he underſtood. phyſic and. his own 
itution and diſtemper ſo well, that he con- 


— ME he could hardly recover; for the ulcer br oke, 


and vaſt quantities of purulent matter paſſed with 
his urine. But now the hand of God touched bim, 
and, as he told me, it was not. only a. general dark 
melancholy over his mind, ſuch as he had b 
felt, but à moſt penetrating, cutting ſorrove. 

that, though i in his body he ſuffered extreme —4 
for ſome weeks, yet the agonies of his mind ſoine- 
times ſwallowed up the ſenſe of what he felt in his 
body. He told me, and gave it me in charge to tell 
it to one for whom he was much concerned, that, 


though there were nothing to come after. this life, 
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yet all the pleaſures he had ever known in fin were 


i not worth that torture he had felt i in his mind. He 
it conſidered he had not only neglected and diſhonour- 
4 ed, but had openly defied, his Maker, and had 
drawn many others into the like impieties; ; fo that 
149 he looked on himſelf as one that was in great danger ok i 
ng being damned. He then ſet himſelf wholly | to turn 
11, to God unfeignediy, and to do all that was poſlible, 
"aj | in that little remainder of his life which was, before 
lid him, to redeem thoſe great portions of it t that he had 
15 formerly ſo ill employed The miniſter, that at- 
ich tended conſtantly, on him, was that good and wor- 
al . thy! man, Mr. Parſons, his mother's chaplain, who 
& hath ſince his death p. ;eached, according to the di- 
2 ee Re he reccived from bim, his funeral ſermon z 3 
= in v which there are ſo many remarkable paſſages, 
ke, that I ſhall refer my reader to them, . and will re- 
nth. peat none of them here, that I may not thereby 
im, leſſen his defire to edify himſelf by that excellent · 
lark diſcourſe, which hath: given ſo great and Pal 
erly - M ſatisfaction to all good and Judicigus readers. | 
" Vo ſhall ſpeak curſorily | of every thing, but that = 
pain | 1 had immediately from himſelf. He was viſited 
"= every week of his ſickneſs by his dioceſan, that 
| . truly primitive prelate, the lord Biſhop of Oxford : 
tell who, though he lived fix miles from him, yet look- 


ed on this as ſo important a piece of his paſtoral 
care, that he went often to him, and treated him 
N 3 © with 
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bo 


bY with that decent plainneſs and freedom which i is ſo 
natural to him; and took care alſo that he might 
not, on terms more eaſy than ſafe, be at peace with 
| himſelf. Dr. Marſhall, the learned and worthy 
rector of Lincoln College in Oxford, being the 
” miniſter of the pariſh, was alſo frequently with 
| him; and by. theſe helps he was fo directed and ſup- 
ported, that he might not on the one hand ſatisfy 
himſelf with too ſuperficial a repentance, nor on 
the other hand be out of meaſure oppreſſed with a 
' forrow without hope. As ſoon as I heard he was 
ill. - but yet in ſuch a condition that I might write 
to him, I wrote a letter to the beſt purpoſe I could. 
He ordered one, that was then with him, to aſſure 
me it was very welcome to him ; but, not fatisfied 
'with that, he ſent me an anſwer, which, as the 
counteſs of Rocheſter, his mother, told me, he dic- 
- "ated every word, and then ſigned it. I was once 
ns unwilling to have publiſhed it, becauſe of a compli- 
ment in it to myſelf, far above my merit, and not 
A very well ſuiting with his condition. 
| But the ſenſe he' expreſſes in it, of the change 
| then wrought on him, hath upon ſecond thoughts 
prevailed with me to publiſh * Nies out what 
concerns g 
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60 + Wood Rock-Park, Oxfordſhire 


| (c My mak honoured Dr. Burnett, 
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60 


140 
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'Y ſpirits and body. decay ſo equally toge- 
ther, that I ſhall write you a letter, as 
weak as Lam in perſon. begin to value church- 


men above all men in the world, &c. If God 5 


be yet pleaſed to ſpare me longer in this world, I 
hope in your converſation to be exalted to that 
degree af piety, that the world may ſee how 
much I abhor what I fo long loved, and how 


much 1 glory i in repentance and in God! $ ſervices 


Beſtow your prayers upon me,. that God would 
ſpare. me (if it be his good will) to ſhew a true 


repentance and amendment of life for the time to 


come: or elſe, if the Lord pleaſcgh.. to put an end 
to my worldly being now, that he would merci- 
fully accept of my death-bed repentance, and 
perform that promiſe that he hath been pleaſed 
to make, that, at what time ſoever a ſinner 
doth repent, he would receiye him. Put up 


theſe prayers, moſt dear doctor, to Almighty 


God, for; \- + | G 
„ YOUR MOST. onrpizur, 


8 LANGUISHING. SER VANT,, , 


1 . jo. ROCHESTE R. 
"0m June 25, 1680. 
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He told me, when T ſaw him, that he hoped I 


would come to him upon that general inſinuation of 


the deſire he had of my company; and he was lothe 
to write more plainly, not knowing whether I could 
eaſily ſpare ſo much time. I told him, that, on the 
other hand, I looked on it as a preſumption to come 


ſo far Whey he was in ſuch excellent hands; and, 


though perhaps the freedom formerly between us 


might have excuſed it with thoſe to whom it was 
known, yet it might have the appearance of ſo much 


vanity to ſuch as Mere ſtrangers to it; ſo that, till I 


received his letter, I did not think it convenient to 
come to him; and then, not hearing that thete was 
any danger of à ſudden change, I delayed going t to 
him till the twentieth of July. At my coming to 
his houſe, an accident fell out not worth mention- | 
ing, but that ſome have made a ſtory of it. His 
ſervant, being a Frenchman, carried up my name 
wrong, fo that he miſtook it, for another who had 
ſent to him that he would undertake his Cure, and 
he, being reſolved not to meddle with him, did not 
care to ſee him: this miſtake laſted ſome hours, 
with which I was the better contented, becauſe he 


was not then in ſuch a condition that my being 
about him could have been of any uſe to him; for 
that night was like to have been his laſt. He had a 
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him, after ſome hours reſt, his raving left him ſo 


entirely, that it never again returned to him. 


cannot eaſily expreſs the tranſport he was in 


when he awoke and ſaw me by him; he broke out 
in the tendereſt expreſſions concerning my kindneſs - 
in coming ſo far to ſee ſuch an one, uſing terms of 


* 


great abhorrence concerning himſelf, which I for- 


bear to, relate. He told me, as his ſtrength ſerved 
him at ſeveral ſnatches, for he was then ſo low 
that he could not hold up diſcourſe long at once, 
what ſenſe he had of his paſt life; what ſad appre- 
henſion for having ſo offended his Maker and diſho- 
noured his Redeemer ; what horrors he had gone 
through, and how much his mind was turned to 
call on God and on his crucified: Saviour, fo that 
he hoped he ſhould. obtain mercy ; ; for he believed 


he had ſincerely repented, and bad now a calm in 


his mind after that ſtorm that he had been in for 
| | | fowe; weeks, He had ſtrong. apprehenſions and per- 
ſuaſions of his admittance to heaven, of which he 


ſpake once, not without ſome extraordinary emotion. 
I. was, indeed, the only time that he ſpake. with 


any S* car, warmth to me; for his ſpirits, were then 
low, and fo far ſpent, that, though thoſe about him 
told me he. had expreſſed formerly great fervor in his 


devotions, yet, nature was ſo much ſunk, that theſe 


were in a great meaſure fallen off. But he made me 


„ 


pray often with him, and ſpoke of his converſion. to 
| God 
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God as a thing now grown up jin him to a ſettled 
and calm ſerenity. He was very anxious to know 


my opinion of a death-bed repentance, I told him, 
that, befoce | gave any "reſolution in that, it would 


be conveniem chat! ſhould be acquainted more par- 
e with the circumſtances 100 A ah 1. his 


"Upon this he ſatisfied me in many gelktellürs He 


ſaid he was now perſuaded both of the truth of Chriſ- 
Ts tlanity and of the power: of in ward grace, of which 
he gave me this ſtrange account. —He laid, Mr. 
Parſons, 1n order to his conviction, read to him the 


fifty-third chapter of the prophecy of Ifaiah, and 
compared that with the hiſtory of our Saviour's pal- 


| ſion, that he might there ſee a prophecy concerning 


it, written many ages before it was done; which 


the Jews, that blaſphemed Jeſus Chriſt, nin kept 


in their hands, as a book divinely inſpired. He ſaid 
to me, that, as he heard it reag, he felt an inwaid 
force upon him, which did fo enlighten his mind 

and convince him, that he could reſiſt it no longer; 


fey the words had an authority which did ſhoot like 
"rays or beams in his mind; fo that he was not only 
convinced by the reaſonings he had about it which 
ſatisfied his underftanding, but by a power which 
© did o eff-Qually conftrain Vii, that he did ever after 


25 firml * believe in his Saviour: as if he had ſeen him in 
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the clouds. He had made it to be read ſo often to 
him, that he had got it by heart, and went through 
a great part of it, in diſcourſe with me, with a fort 
of heavenly pleaſure, giving me his reflections on it. 


Some few 1 remember. ho hath believed our report ©. 


(Verſe 1.) Here, he ſaid, was foretold the oppoſi- 


tion the Goſpel was to meet with from ſuch wretches 


as he was. He hath no form nor comelineſs, and when 
we ſhall ſee him, there is no beauty that we ſhould defire 


him. (Verſe 2.) On this, he ſaid, the meanneſs 


of his appearance and perſon has made vain and 


_ fooliſh people diſparage him, becauſe he came not 
in ſuch a fool's coat as they delight in. What he 
ſaid-on the other parts I do not well remember; ; and 


indeed I was ſo affected with what he faid then to 
me, that the general tranſport I was under during the 


' whole diſcourſe, made me leſs capable 10 remem- 
der theſe particulars as I wiſh I had done. 


He told me, that he had thereopon received the 
ſacrament with great ſatisfaction; ; and that was in- 


creaſed by the pleaſure he had in his lady's receiv- 


ing it with him, who had been for ſome years miſ- 


led into the communion of the church of Rome, 


and he himſelf had been not a little inſtrumental in 
procuring it, as he freely acknowledged: fo that it 
was one of the joyfulleſt things that befel bim in 
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all he does to me.“ 
either to die or live, as ſhould pleaſe God; and, 
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26 which he had ſo great a hand: 


and, during his 
whole ſickneſs, he expreſſed ſo much tenderneſs and 
true kindneſs to his lady, that, as it eaſily defaced 


the , remembrance of every thing wherein he had 


been in fault formerly, ſo it drew from her the moſt 
paſſionate care and concern for him that was poſſi- 


ble; which indeed deſerves a higher character than 


is decent to give of a perſon yet alive. But I ſhall 
confine.my diſcourſe to. che dead... E 

_ He told me, he had overcome all his reſent- 
ments to all the world, ſv that he bare ill- will to no 
Perſon. nor hated any upon perſonal accounts. He 


had given a true ſtare of his debts, and had or- 


dered to pay them all, as far as his. eſtate, that was 
not. ſettled; could go; and was confident that, if 
all that was owing. to him were paid to his execy- 
tors, bis creditors would be all {atistied.; He ſaid, 
he found his mind now. poſſeſſed with another ſenſe 
of things than ever he had Krenz He did not 
repine under all his pain; and, in one of the ſharpeſt 


fits he was under while I was with him, be ſaid, 


he did willingly ſubmit; and, looking up to heaven, 
ſaid, God's holy will be done; I bleſs him for 
He profeſſed, he was contented 


though it was a fooliſh thing for a man to pretend 


to chooſe whether he would die or live, yet he 
- wiſhed rather to > Ow: He knew he could never be 
| | fo 
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ſo well that life ſhonld be comfortable to him. He 
was confident he ſhould be happy if he died; but 
he feared, if he lived, he might relapſe; te and then, 
46 (faid he to me, ) in what a condition ſhall I be if 
4e 1 relapſe after all this?” But, he ſaid, he truſted 
in the grace and goodneſs of God, and was reſolved 
to avoid all thoſe temptations, that courſe of life and 
company, that were likely to enſnare him; and he 
deſired to live on no other account, wet that he 


might, by the change of his manners, ſome way 


take off the high ſcandal his former behaviour had 
ws. All theſe things, at ſeveral times, I had 
rom him, beſides ſome meilages, which very well 
became a dying penitent, to ſome of bis former 
friends, and a charge to publiſh any thing concern 
ing bim that might be 3 mean to reclaim others; 


| praying God, that, as his life had done much hurt, 


fo his death might do ſome good. 
Having underſtood all theſe things from him, and 


being preſſed to give him, my opinion, plainly about 
his. eternal fare, I told him, that, though the pro- 


miſes of, the Goſpel d did all de -pend upon a real change 
of heart. and life, as the indiſpenſible condition upon 


ö which they were made; and that it was ſcarce poſſi- 


ble to know certainly whether our hearts are 
changed, unleſs it appeared i in our lives; and, the 
repentance of. moſt dying, men being like the howl- 


ings. of condemned, Anlegers, for pardon, which 
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flowed from no ſenſe of their crimes, but from the le 
horror of approaching death, there was little reaſon Al t 

to encourage any to hope much from ſuch ſorrow- out tl 
ing; yet, certainly, if the mind of a ſinner, even he wa 
on a death- bed, be truly rene wed and turned to God, neſs i 

ſo great is his mercy, that he will receive him even tions 

in that extremity. He ſaid, he was ſure his mind ſa w in 

Was entirely: turned ; and, though, horror had, given to hol 

him his fcſt awaking, yet that was now grown up but 01 
into a ſettled faith and converſion. h of an | 
"There is but one prejudice lies againſt all this, to diſeou 

| defeat the good ends of, divine providence by it m_— Tike hi 

| others as well as on himſelf, and that is, that it was fon tz 
a part of his diſeaſe, and that the lowneſs of his daugh! 
ſpirits made ſuch an alteration in him, that he was ing th 
not what he had formerly been; and this ſome have me on 
carried ſo far as to ſay that he died mad. Theſe re- go 
ports. are raiſed by thoſe who are unwilling that the * blef 

laſt thoughts or words of 2 perfon every way ſo ex- © an 1 
traordinary, thould have any effect either on them- talked 
ſelves or others; and it is to be feared, that ſome many 
have ſo far ſeared their conſciences, and' exceeded though 
the common meaſures of fin and infidelity,” that ſo that 
neither this teſtimony, nor'one coming from the giving 
dead, would ſignify much towards their conviction. ference 
That this lord was either mad or ſtupid is a thing | what t. 

-* fo notoriouſſy untrue, that it is the greateſt impu- And 
: dence for any at were * him to report it, and peared 


a very 
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a very unreaſonable credulity in others to beliore 4 Its: 
All the while I was with him, after he had ſlept 


out the diſorders of the fit he was in the firſt night, 
he was not only without ravings, but had a clear- 
neſs in his thoughts, in his memory, in his reflec- 
tions on things and perſons, far beyond what I ever 
ſaw in a perſon ſo low in his ſtrength. He was not able 
to hold out long in a diſcourſe, for his ſpirits failed; 


but once for half an hour, and often for a quarter 
of an hour, after he awaked, he had a vivacity in his 


diſcourſe that was extraordinary, and in all things 


like himſelf, He called often for bis children, his 


fon (after wards earl of Rocheſtet), and his three 
daughters, and ſpake to them with a ſenſe and feel- 


ing that cannot be expreſſed in writing. He called 


me once to look on them all, and ſaid, © See how 
«© good God has been to me, in giving me ſo many 


4 bleflings,' and I have carried myſelf to him like 


e an ungracious and unthankful dog.” He onee 
talked a great deal to me of public affairs, and of 


many perſons and things, with the ſame clearneſs of 


thought and expreſſion that he had ever done before: 
ſo that by no ſign but his weakneſs of body, and 
giving over diſcourſe ſo ſoon, could I perceive a dif- 


ference between what his parts rey were and 


what they were ther. 5 
And that, whetein the preſence of his mind ap- 
peared moſt, was in the total change of an ill habit 


grown 


— 


— 
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grown ſo much upon him, that he could hardly go- 
vern himſelf, when he was any ways heated, tree 


minutes without falling into it: I mean ſwearing. 
He had acknowledged to me, the former winter, 
that he abhorred it as a baſe and indecent thing, and 


had ſet himſelf much to break it off; but he conſeſſ- 
ed, that he was ſo overpowered by that ill cuſtom, | 


that he could not ſpeak with any warmth without 
repeated oaths, which, upon any ſort of provoca- 
tion, came almoſt naturally from him; but in his 
- laſt remorſes, this did ſo ſenſibly affect him, that, 
by a reſolute and conſtant watchfulneſs, the habit 
of it was perfectly maſtered-z ſo that, upon the re- 
turns of pain, which were very ſevere and frequent 
upon him the laſt day I was With him, or upon ſuch 
diſpleaſures as people ſick or in pain are apt to take 
on a ſudden at thoſe about them, on all theſe occa- 
ſions he never ſwore an oath all the while I was 
there. Bs Ane | 
Once he was offended with the delay of . one . 
ad made not haſte enough with ſomewhat he 
called for, and ſaid, in a little heat, that damned 
«fellow :** ſoon after I told him, I was glad to find 
his ſtyle ſo reformed, and that he had ſo entirely 
overcome that ill habit of ſweiring; only that word 
of calling any damned, which, had returned upon 
bim, was not decent. His: anſwet was: Oh! 
6 that ane of Hens which was fo familiar 
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© to me, hangs yet about me: ſure none has de- 
ee ſerved more to be damned than E have done.” 


And, after he had humbly aſked God pardon for it, 


he deſired me to call the perſon to him, that he 


might aſk him forgiveneſs : but I told him that was 


pain, but one day with inexpreflible. torment ; yet 


needleſs; for he had ſaid it of one that did not hear 

it, and ſo could not be offended by it. þ 
In this diſpoſition of mind did he continue all the 

while I was with him, four days together: he was 


then brought ſo low, that all hopes of recovery 


were gone. Much purulent matter eame from him 
with his urine; which he paſſed always with ſome 


he bore it decently, without breaking out into re- 
pinings or impatient complaints. He imagined he 


had a ſtone in his paſſage; but, it being ſearched, 


none was found. The whole ſubſtance of his body 
was drained. by the ulcer, and nothing was left but 
| ſkin and bone; and, by lying much on his back, 
the parts there began to 'mertify : but he had been 
formerly ſo low, that he ſeemed as much paſt all 


hopes of life as now: which made him one morning, 


after a full and ſweet night's reſt, procured by lau- 


14 


danum given him without his knowledge, to fancy 
it was an effort of nature, and to begin to entertain 
ſome hopes of recovery: for he ſaid, he felt himſelf 
perfect well, and that he had nothing ailing him 
3 an extreme n which might go off in 
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time and then he entertained me with the ſcheme 
"he fy laid down for the reſt of his life ; how re- 


tired, how ſtrict, and how ſtudious, he intended to 


be: but this was ſoon over; for he quickly felt that 
it was auly the effect of a good ſleep, and that he 


was ſtill in a very deſperate ſtate. 


I thought to have left him on F riday:z thats not 


without ſome paſſion, he deſired me to ſtay that 


day. There appeared no ſymptom of preient death; 
and à worthy phyſician, chen with him, told me, 
that, though he was ſo low: that an accident might 


carry him away on a ſudden, yet, without that, he 
thought he might live yet ſome weeks. So, on Sa- 


turday, at four o'clock in the morning, I left him, 
being the 24th of July. But I durſt not take leave 


of him; for he had expreſſed fo great an unwilling- 
neſs to part with me the day before, that, if I had 
not preſently yielded to one day's ſtay, it was like to 


have given him ſome trouble, therefore I thought it 
better to leave him without aby formality, Some 


hours after he aſſced for me; and, when it was told 


him L was gone, he ſeemed to be troubled, and ſaid, 
Has my friend left me? Then I ſhall 1 FP 


After that he ſpake but once or twice till he died: 


he lay much ſilent: once they heard him TA 


very devoutly.. And, on Monday about two of the 


clock in the morning, he died without Fond n. 


Bon, or ſo much as a groan. E enk u 
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T H Us he lived, 440 bes he died in the three 
and thirtieth year of his age. Nature had fitted 


him for great things, and his knowledge and ob- 


ſervation qualified him to have been "op of the moſt 
extraordinary men, not only of his nation, but of 
the age he lived in; and I do verily believe, that, 


if God had thought fit to have continued him longer 


in the world, he had been the wonder and delight 
of all' that knew bim: but the infinite wiſe God 


knew better what was fit for him, and what the age 


deſerved: for men, "who have ſo caſt off all ſenſe of 
God and religion, deferve not ſo ſignal a bleſſing as 
the example and conviction which the reſt of his life 


might have! given them. And I am apt to think 


that the Divine Goodneſs took pity on him; and, 
ſeeing the fincerity « of his repentance, would try and 
venture him no more in circumſtances of tempta- 
tion, pethaps too hard for human frailty. f Now he 
is at Teſt; and, 8 am yery confident, enjoys the 


fruits of 515 late, but ſincere, repentance. But 
uch? as live, and ſtill go on in their ſins and im- 


pieties, a and will not be awakened, neither by this 
nor the other alarms that are about their ears, are, 
it ſeems, given up by God to a W hardneſs and 
impeniteney. HOT ba 
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he could no longer kick againſt thoſe pricks, but 
humbled himſelf under that mighty band, and, as 


he uſed often to ſay in his prayers, he, who had fo 
- often denied him, found then no other, ſhelter but 


his mercies and compaſſions. 


L have written this account with all the tender- 


; nh and caution I could uſe, and, in whatſoever ! 


what I have related, 


may bave failed, 1 have been ſtrict in the truth of 
remembering that of Job, 


J « will yelie for God | 6 Religion has ſtrength and 


| from If es and made ſtories. 


have 
' have done that where I could remember them,” 


evidence enough in itſelf, and needs no Topport 
1 do not pretend to 
given the formal words that he ſaid, though 1 
But 
Th have written this with the ſame üncerity that [ 
would haye done had I Known 1 had been to dic 
immediately after I nad finiſhed it. 1 di d not take 
notes of our 3 laſt Winter after we parted ; 


© # & $£ 


fa, nnd n more a, than 1 could 67 em in 
ſuch 


Here is a public inſtance of one who lived of their | 
fide, but could not die of it: and, though none of 
all our libertines underſtood better than he the ſe- 

ceret myſleries of ſin, had more ſludied every thing 

that could ſupport a man in it, and had more reſiſted 
all external means of conviction than he had done; 
vet, when the hand of God inwardly touched him, 
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ſuch free diſcourſes as w we had. I am not ſo Fire of, 


all I ſet down, as ſaid by me, as I am ef all ſaid by * 
him to me; but yet the h w the ene | 
part, even of that, is the ſam. 
It remains, that Ihumbly and au beſerch all i 
that ſhall take this book in their hands, that they! - 
will conſider it entirely, and not wreſt-ſome parts 
to an ill intention. God. the ſearcher of hearts, 
knows with what fidelity I have writ it: but, if any | 
will drink up only: the poiſon; that may be in it, 
without taking alſo the antidote here given to thoſe 
ill prineiples.ʒ or eonſidering the ſenſe that this great 
perſon had; of them, when he reflected ſeriouſly on 
them ; and will rather confirm themſelvey, in their. 
ill ways, by the ſeruples and, objections which I ſet 
down, than be edified, by the other parts of it; as I. 


will look: on it as a great infelicity, that I ſhould, 


haye ſaid any that may frengthen them if their, 
impieties, ſo the ſincerity, of my intentions will, 1 
doubt not, excuſe me at his hands, to whom I offer 
up, this ſmall ſervice... | . 
I have now 5 in the beſt a manner I could, IE 
what was left on me by this noble lord, and have. 
done with the part of an hiſtorian. I ſhall in the 
next place fay ſomewhat 25 a divine. 80 extraordi - 
nary a text does almoſt, force a ſermon, though it is, 
plain, enough itſelf, and ſpeaks: with ſo loud a voice, N 
that baff. who are not awakened by it will 8 
Et 3 s conſider 


- 
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Conſider nothing that I can ſay. If our libertines 5 
Will become ſo far ſober as to examine their former 
cC.ourſe of life with that diſengagement and imparti- 
ality which they muſt acknowledge a wiſe man 


ought to uſe in things of greateſt conſequence, and 


balance the account of what they have got by their 


debaucheries with the miſchiefs they have brought 


on themſelves and others by them, they will ſoon. 
ſee what 'a bad bargain they have made. Some di- 
. verſion, mirth, and pleaſure, is all they can promiſe 


themſelves ; but, to obtain this, how many evils are 


they to ſuffer? How have many waſted their ſtrength, 

brought many diſeaſes on their bodies, and preci- 
pitared'their age in the purſuit of thoſe things And 
as they bring old age early on themſelves, ſo it be- 


comes à miſerable ſtate of life to the greateſt part of 
them; . gouts, ſtranguaries, and other infirmities, 


; being ſevere FecKoninge for their paſt follies ; not to 
mention the more lotheſome diſeaſes, with their no 
leſs lotheſome and troubleſome cures, which they 
muſt often go through, who deliver themſelves up 
to forbidden pleaſures. - Many are disfigured beſide 
with the marks of their intemperance and lewdneſs; 


and, which is yet fadder, an infection is derived 


oftentirhes'on their innocent but unhappy iſſue, who, 
being deſcended from fo vitiated an original, ' ſuffer 


for their exceſſes. Their fortunes" are profuſely 


waſted, both by their neglec of their affairs, they 
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s | being, ſo buried in vice, that they cannot employ 
c KH <ither their time or ſpirits, ſo much exhauſted by in- 


temperance, to conſider them; and by that prodigal 
expence which their luſts put them upon. They 


n 

d ſuffer no leſs in their credit, the chief mean to re- 

ir cover an entangled eſtate; for that irregular expence 

t forces them to ſo many mean ſhifts, makes them ſo .- 
n often falſe to all their promiſes and reſolutions, that 

- they muſt needs feel how much they have loſt that, 

ſe which a gentleman, and men of ingenuous tempers, 

re do ſometimes prefer even to life itſelf, their honour 

* and reputation. Nor do they ſuffer leſs in the nobler 

5 powers of their minds, which, by a long courſe ob - 
1 ſuch diſſolute practices, come to ſink and degene- 
. rate fo far, that not a few, whoſe firſt bloſſoms gave 

of the moſt promiſing hopes, have ſo withered, as to 

s, | Þ<come incapable of great and 'genercus} under- 

to | takings, and to be difabled to every thing, but to 

ao wallow like ſwine in the filth of i ſenſuality, their 

ey ſpirits being diſſipated, and their minds fo benumbed,; 

up * 0 be ee unfit for e and even indiſ- 

de | poſed to W.. on bel 

bs; Tat this dear price ſhould: he paig for 4 little: 


ed wild mirth, or groſs and corporal pleaſure, is a thing 
0 FF of ſuch unparallelled folly, that; if there were not tao 
fer many ſuch inſtances before us, it night ſeem incre- 
ly dible. To all this we muſt add, the horrors! that 
ey i 2 un 1 raiſe in them,” and the hard ſhifts: 
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they are put to to ſtave off theſe, either by veliig 
_ perpetually drunk or mad, or by an habitual” diſuſe 
of thinking and reflecting on their actions, and (if 
theſe arts will not perfectly quiet them) by taking 
functuary in ſuch atheiſtical principles as may at 


leaſt mitigate the ſourneſs of their thoughts, though 
they cannot abſolutely ſettle their mihd9. (3543122017 


If the ſtate. of mankind and human ſocieties is 


= confidered, what iniſchiefs can be equal to thoſe 
which follow theſe courſes? Such perſons are a 


plague where - ever they come; they can neither be 


truſted nor beloved, having caſt off both truth and 


goodneſs, which procure confidence and attract 


love; they corrupt ſome by their ill practices, and 
do irreparable injuries to the reſt; they run great 


| hazards, and put themſelves: to much trouble, and 
. this to what is in their power to make damna- 


tion as ſure to themſelves, as poſſibly they Can. 
What influence this has on che whole natiem is but 
too viſible; bo the bonds of nature} wedlock; and 


all other relations, are quite broken: virtue 

thought an antique piece of formality, and gigen n 
' the effect of eowardice or knavery. Theſe are the 
men that would reform the world, by bringing it 


under a new ſyſtem of intellectual and moral prinei- 
ples; but, bate them, a few bold and lewd jeſts, 


what have they ever done, or deſigned to do, to make 


then to be peat 1 it be rieb deteſta- 
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tion? They are the ſcorn of the preſent age, and | 
their names muſt rot in the next. Here they have 
before them an inſtance of one, who was deeply cor 


| rupted with the contagion which he firſt derived from 
w others, but unhappily heightened it much himſelf. 1 
; He was a maſter indeed and not a bare trifler with t 
8 wit, 4s ſome of thoſe ure. who repeat, and that but | 
1 ſcurvily, what they may have heard from him or age. N 
: ſome others, and with impudence and laughter will : 
a face the world down, as if they were to teach it wiſ- : 
1 dom ; who, God knows, cannot foHow one thought { 
. a ſtep farther than as they have eonned it; and, take i 
4 from them their borrowed wit and mimical humour, 4 
t and they will preſently appear, WRT, b Hina | 1 
5 Ire, che leaſt and loweſt'of erte. [ 
S If they will, or if they can, think a little, 1 will ö 
„ thy would conſider, that, by their own principles, 0 
t they cannot be ſure that religion is only a contri- 1 
FY vance; all they .ptetend to is only to weaken ſome _ I 
13 ä Argumente wat are brought for ĩt; but they have not N 9 
" | brow enough to ſay, they can prove that their own WE 
7 principles are true, ſo that at moſt they bring their — 9 
it c auſe no niche than that it is poſſible religion may _ 
MES BM not be true. But ſtill it is poffible it may be true, Bis 
„ aua they have no ſhame left that will deny that it is Wh 
ke alſo probable it may be true; and, if fo, then what "| 
mad men are they who run ſo great a hazard for no-— | 1 
T tak ? By their own confeſſion, it may be there ie g 
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a God, a judgment, and a life to, come, and, if ſo, 
then be that believes theſe things, and lives accord- 


ing to them, as he enjoys a long courſe of health 


and quiet of mind, an innocent reliſh of many true 
pleaſures, and the ſerenities which virtue raiſes in 


him, with the good - will and friendſhip Which it 
procures him from others; ſo when he dies, if theſe 
things prove miſtakes, he does not outlive his error, 


nor ſhall it afterwards raiſe trouble or diſquiet in 


him, if he then ceaſes to be ; z but, if theſe things be 


true, he ſhall be infinitely, happy in thay ſtate, where 


his preſent ſmall ſervices ſhall; be ſo exceſſſvely te- 
Warded. The;libertines, on the other ſide, as theß 
know they muſt die, ſo the thoughts of death muſt 


be always melancholy to them; they can have no 


Pleaſant view of that which yet they know cannot be 


very. far from them. : the leaſt painful idea they can 


have of it is, chat it is an extinctign and ceaſing to 
be, put they are not ſure. even bf that, 3; ſome ſecret 
Whiſpers within, make them, whether they will or 


not, tremble at the 
neither their tinſel wit, nor ſuperficial learning, nor 


apprehenſions of another ſtate; 


their impotent aſſaults upon the weak ſide, as they 
think, of, religion, nor che boldeſt notions of im- 


5 piety, will hold them up then. Of all. which J. now 


preſent ſo lively an inſtance, as perhaps hiſtory can 
eee meg 5 4 
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proved by ſtudy, and yet ſo corrupted and debaſed 


by irreligion and vice, that he, who was made to be 


one of the glories of his age, was become a proverb, 


and, if his repentance had not interpoſed, would have 


been one of the greateſt reproaches of it. He knew 


well the ſmall ſtrength of that weak cauſe, and at 


firſt deſpiſed, but afterwards abhorred it. He felt 
the miſchiefs, and ſaw the madneſs, of it; and there- 


_ fore, though he lived to the ſcandal of many, he 
died as much to the edification' of all thoſe who ſaw 


him; and, becauſe they were but a ſmall number, 


he defired that he might even when dead yet ſpeak. 
He was willing nothing ſhould be concealed that 
might caft reproach on himfelf and on fin, and offer 


up glory to God and religion. So that, though he 


ved a heinous Unger, Foun oy 1 a mot en r 
5 Een. . 


It would ww a vain and 3 Liferencs' for 


any, from hence to draw arguments about the ab- 


- 


ſtruſe ſecrets of predeſtination, and to conclude, 
that, if they are of the number of the ele, they 
may live as they will, and that Divine Grace will at 
_ - ſome time or other violently conſtrain them, and ir- 
reſiſtibly work upon them. But as St. Paul was call- 
ed to that eminent ſervice, for which he was ap- 


| pointed, in fo ſtupendous a manner as is no warrant 


for others to expect ſuch a vocation, ſo, if upon 
ps * occaſions ſuch converſions fall qt 
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+ which, how:far. they are ſhort of miracles, 1 ſhall 
not determine, it, is not only a vain, but a pernici- 


ous imagination, for any to go on in their ill ways 
5 .upan,'a fand conceit and expectation that the like 
5 Will befal them; for, whatſgever God's extraordi- 
| ary,dealings with ſome may be, we are ſure his 
dgcommon way of work ing is, by offering theſe things 


to our rational faculties, which, by the aſſiſtances of 
his grace, if we improve them all we can, ſhall be 
certainly effectual for our reformation ; ; and, if we 


neglect: or abuſe theſe, we put ourſelves beyond the 
pe) common methods of God's mercy, and have no rea- 
bog to expect that wonders Gould be wrought for 


our \conviAion ; , which, though they ſometimes 
happen, chat they may give an effectual alarm for 


the awaking of others, yet it would deſtroy the 


whole deſign of religion, if men ſhould depend 
| upon, , or look for, ſuch an ne forci-' 


ble operation of God's grace ie EL 
And I hope, that thoſe, who have had, 2250 FI 
reſlections on their paſt life, ſo as to be reſolved to 


5 forſake their ill courſes, will not take the leaſt en- 
couragement to themſelves i in that deſperate and un- 


reaſonable reſolution of putting off their repentance 


eill they can fin no langer, from the hopes I have 


expreſſed of this lord's obtaining mercy at the laſt, 


and from thence preſume, that they alſo ſhall be re- 
| ceived. when they turn to God on their death- beds: 
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| | for; hat merey ſoeyer God may fliewts ſuch as real- 
. bh were never inwardly touched before that time, yet: , 
mere is no reaſon to think, that thoſe who have 
e geealt ſo diſi agenuoufly with God and their own ſouls,, 
- defgnedly to put off their turhing to him upon 
8 ſuctr eonſiderations, Mould then be accepted with» 
'Þ bim, They may die ſuddenly," or by a dlfeaſe that: 
f map ſo diſorder their underſtändings that they (hall 
e not be in any\capaci ity f regecking oh N „ aft: 
ee Hives?" The inward con verſton bf our minds'is not ſv» 
e in our” power that it chu de effected wittour- divine: 
P \grackiM@ing; und there 18 n&Teafon för- tHföfe; Wo. 
Ir Rade fegfected thefe Amftances Aff their ves, to ex. 
23 pect them i in ſo extraord nary a mannk Eat“ EH. 
Ir Nor can. one; eſpecially i in a ſickneſs that is quick: 
ie and critical, be able to do thoſe things that are often? 
id indiſpenſably neceſſary to make his repentanee com- 
i- plete; and even in a longer diſeaſe, in which there- 

ate larger opportunities for theſe things. Vet there: 

rp is great reaſon to doubt of a repentance, begun' and 
to kept up merely by terror, and not from any i INgenuwe- 
n- ous principle. In which, though I will not take on» 
n- me to limit the mercies of God, which are boundleſs, 
ce WM yet this muſt be confeſſed, that to delay repentance» . 
ve with ſuch a deſign, is to put the greateſt concern 
ſt, ment we have upon the moſt dangerous and deſpe-- 
e- rate iſſue that i is poſſible. 
Ir, „ So <=: | 
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But they that will flill go on in their ſins, and be 


; lo partial to them as to uſe all endeavours to 


ſtrengthen themſelves in their evil courſe, even by 
theſe very things which the providence of God ſets 
before them for the caſting down of theſe ſtrong 
holds of ſin; what i is to be ſaid to ſuch? It is to be 


feared, that, if they obſtinately perſiſt, they will by 
degrees come within that curſe, ZH that i: od ne... 


him be unjuft ſtill: and he that is filthy, let him be 
filthy fill. But, if our Goſpel is hid, it is hid to them 
that are le, in whom the, God of. this -world bath 
Blinded the minds of them which believe not, left the light 
of ach to als aaa 
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Who died at Woodſtock-Park, the 26th of 


1680, and was buried at Spilſbury, i in Oxford 


& . 


- FB By ROBERT PARSONS, M. A. Chaplain to the 
Right Honourable Anne Counteſs of Rochefter. . 
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EY ADVERTISEMENT. | 
Song od Av : | | 


lr 41 lewd and 1 poems and libels of 
the late Lord Rocheſter having been (contrary to 
his dying requeſt, and in defiance of religion, go- 


vernment, and common decency) publiſhed to the 


world; and (for the eaſier and ſurer propagation of 

vice) printed; in penny - books, and cried about the 
ſtreets of this honourable city, without any offence 
or diſlike taken at them: it is humbly, hoped that 


this mort diſcourſe, which gives a true account of 


the death and repentance of that noble lord, may 
Jikew iſe. (ſor the ſake of His name) find a favourable | 

reception among fuch: perſons; though the influence 

of it cannot be ſuppoſed to reach as far as the poiſon 
of the other books is ſpread; which, by the ſtrength 


of their own virulent corruption, are capable of 


5 doing mote miſchief than all the plays; and fairs, 
and ſtews, in and about this town can do together. 
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BY he 1 1 ET ek i vine 
LUKE. XY. 7 Ae 50 11 
7 110 5 . that likewiſe joy ſhall be in heaven ouer 

"one finner that repenteth, more than ovtr ninety and 6 

5 "mine juſt perſons that need ns repentant © 91 ps. 
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eib off ig, df os tap obs nei »b = AE 

| F ever there were > ſubject that might. deſerve 
of 1 and exhauſt all the; treaſures of religious glo- 
to quence in the deſcription, of, ſo great a. man, and 
20- ſo great a finner, as now. lies. before. us; together | 
the with the wonders of the Divine Goodneſs, in ma- i 
of if king, him ag great a penitent ; I. think the Preſent 
the occaſion affprd ds, one as remarkable; ag; any place;or 
Ace E 87. can, blodueg. + . 5 ails val 5 2566 
hat Indeed, ſo great and full à matter it is, that it is 
of = too big to come out of my mouth, and perhaps not 
vo "All of it fit or needful ſo,ta « gor The greatneſs of his 
ble parts a are we ll enough. kno w bendnd of his fins, c 
ace well in the world ; 5; and neither my capacity, nor 
wn experience, nor my prof feſnon Will opt pe dig he 
th ſo proper. a judge Either of uo 


| one or ch + . | 
of | Only as God has been pleaſed f to make, me e 2 long 


while a fad {peQator "and a ſecret mourner r for his 


$2358 


9 fins, ſo has be at laſt EA heard 52 prayers of his 
3 "neareſt relations and true friends for is "converſion ry 


And repentance © 28d" it is the good. tidin ings of that 
_ eſpecially, which God has done for his ſoul, Yo . 
2 am now to publiſh and tell abroad to the world , not 
; i un O53 RESIN 290 5 only 


* 


aids of ſecular eloquence. 
pentance is not fine linen, or any delicate array, 
ſuch as are ufed in the court, or king s houſes, but 

fackcloth and alhes : : and the way, which God A. | 
mighty takes to convey i it, is not by the words of 


110 A SERMON PREACHED AT THE 
only by the obligations of mine office, in which ! 
had the honour to be a weak miniſter to 9s but by 


57 own expreſs and dying commands. 


Now, although to deſcribe this . would | 

require a wit equal to that with which he lived, 
and a devotion too equal to that with which he died, 
and to mateh either would be a very hard taſk; yet, 


beſides that J am not ſufficient for theſe things, (for 
who is?) and that my thoughts have been rather 
privately buſied to ſecute a real repentance to him- 


-felf whilft living than'to publiſh it abroad to others 
in an artificial dreſs after he is dead: 1 ſay, b beſides 


all this, I ink I mall have leſs need to call in the 
The proper habit of re- 


man's wiſdom, but by the. phingieſs of his written. 


word, affiſted by the inward | power and' demonſtra- 


tion of the Spirit : and the effects it works, and by 
which it diſcovers itſelf, are not any raptures of wit 
and fancy, but the moſt bumble proſtrations both 
of ſoul and ſpirit, 4 


> 4 


and a crucified Saviour. + 


| And it is in this array 8388 to bring out. this | 
; penitent to you; an array which I am ſure he more 
| _ 


nd the captivating. all human : 
imagination to the obedience of a SRO religion 


2. 
valued, 2 
lantry; 2 
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valued, and deſired to appear in, both to God and 


the world, than in all the triumphs of wit and gal - 
lantry; and, therefore, (waving all theſe rhetorical 


flouriſhes, as beneath the ſolemnity of the accation, 
and the majeſty of that great and weighty truth 1 


am now to deliver, ) I ſhall content myſelf with the 


office of a plain hiſtorian, to relate faithfully and 


impartially. what L ſaw and heard, eſpecially during 


his penitential ſorrows ; which, iF all that hear me 
this day had been ſpeQators of, there would then 
have been no need of a ſermon to convince men 
but every man would have been as much à preacher 


to himſelf of this truth as I am, except theſe ſor- 
rows: and yet even theſe ſorrows ſhould be turned 


into joys too, if we would only do what we pray for, 
that the will of God may be done in earth as it is in 
heaven; for ſo our bleſſed Lord aſſures us: f ſay 


e unto you, that likewiſe" joy ſhall be in heaven 


(«© over one ſinner that repenterts,” &c. From which 


5 ſhall conſider, 8 3 
I. Tue ſinner particularly that is ketbte us. 


aw The repentance of this ſinner, mk £5 
the means, the oy _w_ ” NOW VOOR of 


it. 1 Te $7 #4 il 14 Y {i 13 VA: FEFTILE® DT 5 


III The ur eee and odd. on 


d. for the repentance of this ſinne. 


IV. I wall apply myſelf to all that ee that 
they Yours join in this Joy. in praiſe and thankſ- 5 
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ſins; that they would wy] PE an Dim in 
e e g A ot. 148 A $4 8 47. . 3 
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| 15 certainly was a great ſinier. But becauſe man 
Was upright before he was: a flirner,; and, to ma- 
ſurxei the greatneſs of his fall, it will be neceſſaręcto 
take a view of that height from whith: he fell; give 


me leave to go back a little, to look into the rock 


from which, he was hewn, the quality, ofamily; edu- 
cation. and perſonal accomplithments,. of this great 
man. In doing ofawhich,,iL-think no1man will. 
charge me with; any. deſign of cuſtpmaryBattery.or 
formality ; ſince Lintend only thereby to ſhemy the 
greatneſs and-unbappineGof bis folly; in the perverting 
ſo many excellent. abilities and advantages for, virtue 
dead piety in the ſervice of ſins agd / ſo becoming a 


mare wniyerſals, infinuatings. aud prevailingaexam» 
| oy of it. 


bins ien 


As forchis mp bot hach fte, frame felt be 


was deſcended, they were ſome of the: moſt famous 
in their generations. His grandfather, was that ex- 
cellent and truly great man, Charles, lord Wilmot, 
wviſequnt, Athlone in- Iteland. Henry, hir father, 
who inherited the ſame title and greatneſa, Wag by 
his late majeſty, king Charles I. created haron of 
e in 9 and, by his preſent 

| majeſty, | 
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majelly, earl of Rocheſter. - He was a man of 4 
loyalty and integrity indeed ; and of ſuch Courage 
and conduct in military ants as became, a great 
general. His mother was the reli of ſi Francis. 
Henry, Lee, of Ditchly, in the county of Oxford, 


baronet, grandmother to the preſent right, honour- 
able earl of Litchfield, and the daughter of that ge- 


nerous and honourable | gentleman, 4s Jahn. St. 


Johns, of Lyddiard, in the county: of, Wilts, ba- 


ronet, . whoſe, family was ſo remarkable for loyalty, 
that ſeveral of his ſons willingly offered themſelves 
in the day of battle, and died for it; and, 3 — 


memory of the Engliſh or Iriſh, rebellion laſts, tha 
famil y cannot want a due veneration in the minds 5 


| any perſon, that loves either God or the King. 782 


As for his education, it was in Wadham College, 


Oxford, under the care of that wiſe and excellent 


governor, Dr. Blandford, the late biſhop. of Wor- 


ceſter ; there it was that he laid a good foundation 
of learning and ſtudy, though he afterwards built 
upon that foundation hay and ſtubble. | There he 


firſt ſucked from the breaſt of bis mother, the uni- 


verſity, thoſe perfeQions, of wit, and eloquence, 
and poetry, which afterwards, by; his, own, corrupt 
ſtomach, were turned into Melle. to himſelf. and | 


others ; 3 which certainly can, by be, ho pte blem 
to thoſe OP! ſeminaries gf, piety and, god 


de than a 
- virtuous 
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both Greek and Latin 
peculiar to him, among thoſe of his quality: which 
yet, he uſed not, 46 other poets have done, to tranſ- 
late or ſteal from them; but rather to better and 
| * them trek his own natural My And who- 


y — 


Pay 


pvous' father, or the fall of man to o the excellericy 


Loon ee 


A wit he had fo rare and fruitful in ite invention, 
and wilhal fo choice and delicate in its judgement, 


that there is nothing wanting in his compoſures to 
ive 2 full anſwer to that queſtion,” What and where 


wit is ? except the purity and ch6ice of ſubject. 
For, had ſueh excellent ſeeds but fallen upon good 


ud and, inſtead of pitching upon a beaſt or a 
| Juſt, been raiſed up on high, to celebrate the my- 
ſteries of the divine love, in pfalms, and hymns, 


and ſpiritual ſongs; 1 perſuade myſelf we might, by 
this time, have received from his pen 'as excellent 


'an idea of divine poetry, | under the Goſpel, uſeful 


to the teaching of virtue, eſpecially i in this genera- 
tion, as his profane verſes have been to deſtroy it. 
And I am confident, had God ſpared him a longer 
; life, this would have been the whole buſineſs of it, 


as T know it was the vow and pars 'of his 12 
neſs. 1 LATKS SOL Wl: 47 5921 
His Baturdf talent was NOT ATT ; el he had 
hugely improved it by learning and induſtry, being 
thoroughly acquainted with all the claſſic authors, 
'A "thing very rare, if not 
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erer reads his compoſures will find all things in them 
| fo peculiarly great, new, and excellent, that he will 
| eaſily pronounce that, though he has lent to many 


others, yet he has borrowed of none; and that he 
has been as far from a ſordid Imitation of thoſe be- 
fore him as he will be es belag 1 by thoſe 
that follow him. E isnt 4 n © 

His other perſonal rotes in all the per- 
feions of a gentleman, for the court or country, 


| whereof he was known of: all men to be a very great 
maſter, it is no part of my buſineſs to deſeribe or 
| underſtand; and, whatever they were in themſelves, 
I am ſure they were but miſerable comforters to him, 
| ſince they only miniſtered: to his ſins, and made his 
example the more fatal and dangerous; for ſo we 


may own, (nay, Jam obliged by him not to hide, 


but to ſhe w, the rocks, which others may _ 
that he was once one of the greateſt of ſinners. 

Ad trulyinone but one ſo great in parts bela 
be ſo. His ſins were like his parts, from which 
they ſprang, all of them high and extraordinary. 


He ſeemed to affect ſomething ſingulat and para- 


doxical in his impieties, as well as in his writings, 
above the reach and thought of other men; taking 
as much pains to draw others in, and to pervert the 
right ways of virtue, as the apoſtles and primitive 
ſaints did to dave. their. own ſouls and them that 
heard | thew,. ol * Was be Hheightening and 
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amazing ciroumſtance of his ſins, that he Wn? ſo 
diligent' and induftrious to recommend And propa- 


gate them; not "like thoſe of old that hated the 


light, but thoſe che prophet mentions, Iſaiah iii. 9. 
ho declare their ſin as Sodom, and hide it hot; 
that take it abe their ducufderet afld bind it to 
them as a crown; 


making 'proſelyres” is at; en an ai 
„ 


framing arguments for ſin, 


upon vice. %%] §§ ol 2.6 % 


69 85 Nay, PRE ee bein: ſin, chat he often- 
ttmes almoſt died a martyr for it. God was pleaſed 
ſometimes to puniſhi him with the effects of his 
folly; yet, till nor, (he confeſſed,) they had no 
power to melt him into true fepentance; or, if at 


any time he had ſome lucid intervals from his folly 


and madneſs, yet, alas ! how ſhort and tranſitory 
Worte they! All that goodneſs was but as a morning 


cloud, and as the early dew. that vaniſhes away: 
he ſtill returned to the ſame exceſs of riot; and that 


with ſo much the more aeg the N be 
had faſted from it. te 36; 314 HER 
And yet, even Rs Sans; James that one 
would think had made a covenant with death, 
andi was at an agreement with hell ald juſt upon the 


brink-of them both, God, to magnify the riches of 


his grace and metey, was pleaſed td ſnatch 28 4 


brand out of the fire: as St. Paul, cbugh 4 before 
Sn eee, a is and injurious, yet ob- 
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© tained mercy, that in him: Chriſt- Jeſus" might 
{<,ſhew.-forth all; long · ſuffering, ; fora! pattern to 


ene that ſhould hereafter beliere on him, to 
{everlaſting life. 1 Tim. i. 13, 16. 80 God 
Ach i to the ground, as it were by a light from 


heaven, and a voice of thunder round about him: 
inſomuch that now the ſcales fell from his eyes, as 

they did from St. Paul's; his ſtony heart was opened, 
and ſtreams of tears guſhed out, Wenge en 


x 33: 5-14 341 * "i 


ſome tears of true repentance. 
+ And, chat this may appear to ici, 1 mnie it f ne 
ceſſary to account for theſe two things. 


190 


I. For the means of it; thatliit was not- ambyt 
the effect of ſickneſs, or the fear of death; but the 
hand of God alſs*Working/in" ehem 0 them 
| manifeſtly. 912 
II. Forithe ſuderity efichlillotwbiataingh none 
bat God; that ſees the heart, can; tell certainly, yet 


911 vo. 2965012] ag! u $73 all 


man even alſo may and ought toibelieverit z40ot on») 
ly in thegudgement of charity, but of matal juſtices, 
from all evident ens of it, which: were:poſlible to, 
be given by one in his condition) >. 4 


ſharp and painful ſiokneſo, witha which, God. was. 
pleaſed to viſit him : the way hich dhe Almighty» 
often takes to red uce the wander ing ſinner to the 


ments of God e e will: bg; unto 
ce N 


ky & . 


| 15.77 
And iſt. For the means or morkad bh, repen · 
tance. That which prepared the wayl for its was a 
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6 Ephraim as a lion, and as a young lion unto the 

tc houſe of Judah; I, even I, will tear and go away, 
« and none ſhall relieve him; I will go and return 
et to my place, till they acknowledge their offence 


e and ſeek my face; and in their affliction they | will 


18 ef: Fs ti 


<« ;ſcek me early! Hoſ. v. 14, 1 


And, though to forſake our fins then, when we 


dan no longer enjoy them, ſeems to be rather the 


elfect of impoteney and neceſſity than of choice, 
all the w 
| ſubmitte' 
| God; ar 


and ſo not ſo acceptable or praiſe : worthy, yet we 


find God Almighty often uſes the dne to bring 
about the other, and improves a forced abſtinence 
 fromiſin/into a ſettled. lothing and a true deteſtation 


an 


£1 1891 51 4 44 As 2 1%. it} 1 5 


is true, _ are ſuch ſtubborn, natures, chat, 


like clay, are rather hardened by the fire of afflic- 
tions: ungracious children, that fly in the face of 
_ their heavenly Father in the very inſtant when he is 


correcting them; or it may be like thoſe children 
ho promiſe wonders then; but preſently after for 
get all. Such as theſe we haye deſcribed, Pfal. 


Ixvii. 34, 35, 36, 3). When he flew them, 


e then they ſought him, and they returned and en- 
44 quired early after God; then they remembered 


«that God was their rock, and that the high God 
„ was' theit Redeenier ; nevertheleſs they did but 
«fatter kim with their mouth, and lied unto him 
% with their tongues, fot their heart was not right 
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means, of a true though late repentance, as | 
beſt be Judged by the marks 1 am now to give you 2 
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4 with him, neither continued they ſtedfaſt in his 
6e covenant,” And it is probable "his has been the 


7 — 


caſe formerly of this perſon. But there was an evi- 


dent difference betwixt the effects of this ſickneſs 
upon him and many others before, 


upon quite different prince ples : he was not vexed 


with it as it was painful, or hindered him from his 

ſins, which he would have, rolled under his tongue 
all the while, and longed again to be at; but he 

| ſubmitted patiently to it, accepting it as the hand of 

| God; and was thankful, bleſſing and praiſing God 

not only i in but for his extremities. There was now. | 


Sag 4 


or thoſe 8 him, Which i in oiber ſickneſſes were Y 
their uſuaentertainment : but he treated them with 
all the meekneſs and patience in the world, begging 
pardon. frequently of the meaneſt of them but for a. 
haſty word, which the extremity of his ficknefs, and 
the ſharpneſs, of. bis pain, might eafily force. from 


him. His prayers were, not ſo much for caſe, or 
health, or a continuance in life, as for grace, and 
faith, and perfect reſignation to the will of Gad. 


80 that 1 think we 11 not only charitably but Jolly 0 


conc] ade, that his lic neſs. was not the chief i I 
dient, but, through | the grace of God, an effedhual 
as Will 
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l the incerity of it: 3 / for which 1 am, in the next 
place, to account. ; og Ranks ee 

II. And it was the power of de Le PR and 
of that only, that broke through all thoſe obſtacles 
that uſually attend Aa man in his circumſtances; ; that 
| God (who i is a God? of i 
© bearance) "allowed! bim Ieifure and opportunity for 
reperitance'; ; that fe ebene him from his ſpiritual | 


Number by a a. pungent Kieknes ; | that he gave Him 


ſuch 4 'prefence of mind, as both to provide pru- 
dently for his worldly afairs, and yet not to be diſ- 


ea 0 diverted by them from the thoughts of a 
better Af that lengthened out his day of grace, 
and accompanied che ordinar means f falvation, - 

weak mipiftry of his word, with thee convincing 


1 "Laing power, of his Spirit to his con- 


ſeiende; which word of God came to him quick 
ad powerful, "ſharper than |: a ,two-edged word, 
piereing even to the. + di viding a aſun er of " his 12 


and "fpirit; and at Ja the e Spirit | of God witne ed 


to his ſpirit that now he "= become one of the chil: . 


dren of God, 15 43225 
"Now, if the thief upon the 8 (an ih W 00 too 
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muck abuſed) was therefore accepted, becauſe ac- 
75 _ companied with all the effects of a lingere convert, 
which his condition was capable of; as confeffion 
of Chriſt's divinity . in the midſt of the blaſphemies 3 
0 Pbatiſees and bis own lewd companion, and de- 
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nfinite compaſſion. and for- | 
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ſertion of even Chriſt's diſciples; if bis repentance 


be therefore judged real, becauſe he ſeems to ba 


more concerned in the remembrance of Chriſt's: fu - 
ture kingdom than his on death; if St. Paul was 


approved by the ſame more Keane labours which, 


he commended in the Corinthians, „yea, what 


« en. what fear? what vehement deſire 175 
2 Cor. vii. 11. 1 think 1 fhall make it appear, 
that the repentance of this perſon Was accompanied. 


with the like hopeful ſymptoms ; and I am ſo ſenſi- 


ble of that awful preſence both of God and man, be- 
fore whom I ſpeak, who are eaſily able to diſcover, 
my failings, that I ſhall not deliver any thing but 


what I know to be a ſtrict and religious truth. 


Upon my firſt viſit to him, (May 26, juſt at his. 
return from his journey out of the Weſt,) he moſt. 


| gladly. received me, ſhewed me extraordinary re- 


ſpects upon the ſcore of mine office, thanked God 


who had in mercy and good providence ſent me to 


him who ſo much needed my prayers. and counſels ;. 


and acknowledged how unworthily, eee 
had treated that order of men, reproaching them 


that they were proud, and propheſied only for re- 


wards; but now he had learned how to value them; 
that he eſteemed them the ſervants of the moſt high 
God, who were to ſhew to him the way to everlaſt- F 


ing life. 1 3 
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ſtrange trouble and conflicts of mind, his ſpirit 


wounded, and his conſcience full of terrors. Upon 


his journey, he told me, he had been arguing with 
greater vigour againſt God and religion than ever 


he had done i in his life time before, and that be 


Was reſolved to run them down with all the argu- 
ments and ſpite in the world; but, like the great 
convert, St. Paul, he found it bard to kick againſt 
the pricks; for God, at that time, had fo ſtruck 
his heart by his immediate hand, that preſently be 
5 argued as ſtrongly for God and virtue as before he 

had done againſt it; that God ſtrangely opened his 


heart, creating in his mind moſt awful and ttemen- 
dous thcughts and ideas of the Divine Majeſty, with 


a delightful contemplation ' of the divine nature 
and attributes, and of the lovelineſs of religion and 


virtue. I never (ſaid he) was advanced thus far to- 
waärds happineſs in my life before, though, upon 


the commiſſion of ſome ſins extraordinary, 1 have 


bad ſome checks and warnings conſiderable from 


within, but ſtill ſtruggled with them, and ſo wore 


them off again. The moſt obſervable that I remem- 


ber was this: one day, at an atheiſtical meeting at 


a perſon of quality's, ' I undertook” to manage” the 


cauſe, and was the principal diſputant againſt God 


and e And for my performances received the 


r of the Ae ee 18 which my 
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mind- was terribly ſtruck, and I immediately re- 
plied thus to myſelf; — Good God ! that a man 
that walks upright, that ſees the wonderful works 
of God, and has the uſe of his ſenſes and reaſon, 
ſhould uſe them to the defying of his Creator! But, 
though this was a good beginning towards my con- 
verſion, to find my conſcience touched for my ſins, 
yet it went off again; nay, all my life long, I had 
a ſecret value and reverehce for an honeſt man, and 
loved morality in others. But I had formed an odd 
ſcheme of religion to myſelf, which would folve all 
that God or tonſtience might force upon me; yet 1 
was not ever well reconciled to the buſineſs of Chriſti- 
anity, nor had that reverence for the Goſpel of Chriſt 
as I ought to have. Which eſtate of mind con- 
tinued till the fifty: third chapter of Iſaiah was read 
to him, (wherein there is a lively deſcription of the 
ſufferings of out Saviour, and the benefits thereof, ) 
and ſome other portions of ſcripture ; by the power 
and efficacy of which word, affiſted by his Holy 
Spirit, God ſo wrought upon his heart, that he de- 
clated that the my ſtecles of the paſſion appeared as 
clear and plain to him as ever any thing did that was 
repreſented in a glaſs; ſo that that) joy and admira- 
tion, which poſſeſſed his foul upon the reading of 
God's word to him, was remarkable to all about 
him; ; and he had ſo much delight i in his teſtimonies, 
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that, in my abſence, he begged. his mother and lady 


to read the ſame to him frequently, and was unſatis- | 
hed (notwithſtanding. his great pain and weakneſs), 


| till he had learned the fifty third chapter of de 
without book. 
At the ſame time, diſcourſing of his manner of 
life from his youth up, and which all men knew, 
Was too much devoted to the ſervice of ſin,. and 


that the luſts of the fleſh, of the eye, and the pride 


particular in his acknowledgements about it, more 
ready to accuſe himſelf than I or any one elſe can, 
be; publicly crying out, O bleſſed God, can ſuch 


a horrid. creature as I am be accepted by thee, MIA | 


has denied thy being, and contemned thy powe 


Aſking often, Can there be mercy. and, be. ap 2 


me? Will God own ſuch a wretch as I? And in, 
the widgle of his ſickneſs ſaid, Shall the unſpeak- 
able j Joys of heaven be conferred: on me? O mighty. 
Saviour | never, but through thine infinite love and- 


6 fatisfaQion | O never, but by the purchaſe of thy. 


blood! adding, that with all abhorrency he did re- 
flect upon his former life; that ſincerely, and from, 
His heart, he did repent of all that folly and mad- 
dels which he had committed, 

| | Indeed, he had a true and lively "Wy of. God's $, 
great mercy to him, in e his g heart, and 
laying. 


LY 


N & 
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 haying his conſcience open, which hitherto was 
deaf to all God's calls and methods: faying, if that 
God, who died for great as well as leſs ſinners, did Es 


hot {otedily apply his infinite merits to his poor 
foul, his wound was ſuch as no man could conceive 
or bear; crying out, that he was the vileſt wretch 
and dog that the ſun ſhined upon or the earth bore ; 
that he now ſaw his error, in not living up to that 


reaſon which God endued him with, and which be 
üg worthily vilified'and contemned; wiſhed he had 
deen a ſtarving leper crawling i in a ditch, that he 


had been a link-boy of a beggar; or for his whole 


life confined to à dungeon, rather than thus to have | 


finned agairift God. 
 How.rerwarkable was his faith, in a hearty em- 


beieing and devout confeſſion of all the articles of 


our Chriſtian religion, and all the divine myſteries 
of the Goſpel ! faying, that that abſurd and fooliſh 
philoſophy, which the world fo much admired, pro- 
pagated by the late Mr. Hobbes and others, had un- 


done him and many more of the belt patts in the na- 


tion; who, without God's great mercy to them, 
N never; I believe, attain to ſuch à fepentauce. 


1 moſt not omit to mention His faithful adherence © 


to, and eating himſelf entirely upon; tlie mereies 


of Jeſus Chriſt, and the free grace of God, declared 


ts repenting ficners through him: with à thankful 


F e of his life, death, and re ſurrection; S 
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begging God to ſtrengthen his faith, and often cry- 


| ing out, Lord, * believe; 3 15 thou mine unbe- 
R 


His migbty love and eſteem of the holy fxiptires, | 


his reſolutions to read them frequently and. meditate 
upon them, if God ſhould ſpare him, having already 
taſted the good word; for, having ſpoken to his 
heart, he acknowledged all the ſeeming abſurdities 


and contradictions thereof, fancied by men of cor- 
rupt and reprobate judgements, were yaniſhed, and 
the excellency and beauty appeared, being Pome by 
die truth in che lave b, n 


His extraordinary fervent devotions, i in 2s: 1 
quent prayers of his own, moſt excellent and cor- 
rect; amongſt the reſt, for the king, in ſuch a man- 


ner as became a dutiſul ſubject and a truly grateful 


ſervant; for the church and nation, for ſome par- 


ticular relations, and then for all men; his calling 


frequently upon me at all hours to pray with him or 
and, toward the end of 


his, infirmities, if he ſhould not be ſo wakeful and 


intent through the whole duty as he wiſhed, to bez 
and that, though the fleſh was weak, yet the ſpirit 
was willing, and he hoped God would accept that. 


His continual invocation of God's grace and 
Holy Spirit, to. ſuſtain him, to keep him from all 


ou. ought, ram.; all temptations. and diabolical 
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fuggeſtions, and every thing which might be pre- 
judicial to that religious temper of mind which God 


had now ſo bippily endued him withal; crying out, 
one night eſpecially, how terribly: the tempter did 


aſſault him, by caſting upon him lewd and wicked 


imaginations! but I thank God, ſaid. he, I abher . 
them all; by the power of his grace, which I am 
ſure is ſufficient for me, I have overcome them; it 


is the malice of the devil, becauſe I am reſcued from 
bim; and the goodneſs of God, that frees me A 8 


all my ſpiritual enemies. Lie 1 E 


His great joy at his lady's 3 TER Popery 


to the church: of: England, (being, as he termed ir, 


a faction ſapported only by fraud and cruelty,) 


which was by fer done with deliberation and mature 
judgement; the dark miſts of which had for ſome 


months before been breaking away, but now cleared 
by her receiving the blefſed ſacrament with her dy- 


ing huſband, at the receiving of which no man 


could expreſs more joy and devotion than he did; 
and, having handled the word of life, and ſeen the 
ſal vation of God, in the preparation of bis en 
be was now ready to depart in peace. . 
His hearty concern for the pious education of Kis 


children, wiſhing that his ſon might never be a wit, 
that is, (as he himſelf explained it,) 'one of thoſe 
wretched creatures who pride themſelves i in abuſing 


God and religion, denying his being or his provi. 
RS. dence; 
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dence; but that he might become an honeſt and re- 
ligious man, which could only be the ſupport and 
| blefling of his family, complaining what a vicious 
and naughty world they were brought into, and that 
no fortunes or honours were comparable to the love 
and favour of God to them, in whoſe name he bleiſ- 
ed them, prayed for them, and committed them to 
His protection. 
His ſtrict charge to thoſe n in whoſe cuſ- 
tody his papers were, to burn all bis profane and 
lewd writings, as being only fit to promote vice 
and immorality, by which he had fo highly offended 
God, and ſhamed and blaſphemed that holy religion 
into which he had been baptized ; and all his ob» 
ſcene and filthy pictures, which were ſo notoriouſly 
ſcandalous, 1 
His readineſs to * reflitution, to 35 utmoſt of 
| his power, to all perſons whom he had injured z and, 
for thoſe whom he could not make a compenſation 
to, he prayed for God's and their pardons. His 
remarkable juſtice in taking all poſſible care for the 
payment of his debts, which before he confeſſed he 
had not ſo fairly and effeQually done. 

His readineſs to forgive all injuries done ad 
kim ; ſome, more particularly mentioned, which 
were great and provoking z. nay, annexing thereto ' 
all the aſſurance of a future friendſhip, and hoping 


50 be ab freely ö at the hand of God. 
LY, _ How 
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- How tendet and concerned was he for his lers nts 
about him in his extremities, (manifeſted by the be: 
neficence'of his will to them,) pitying their troubles / 
in watching with him and attending him, treating 


them with candour and kindneſs, as if they * 


been his intimates 1 _- in 


How hearty were his endeavours to be ſetyites : 
able to thoſe about him, exhorting them to the fear 


and love of God, and to make a good uſe of his for- 


bearance and long: ſuffering to ſinners} which ſhould 


lead them to repentance ! And here I muſt not paſs 


by his pious and moſt. paſſionate èxclamation to a 
gentleman of ſome character, who came to viſit him 


upon his death - bed; O remember that you con- 
< /temn God no more | he is an avenging God, and 
« will viſit you for your fins 3 he will; in.mercy, 
10 J hope, touch your eonſcience, ſooner or later, 
« as he has done mine. You and I have been 


friends and ſinners together a great whille, there- 


vs fore Lam the more free with you. We have 
6% been all miſtaken i in our eonceits and opinions, 
«© our perſuaſions have been falſe and groundleſs ; 
<< thetefore God grant you repentance. And, 


ſeeing him the next day again, he ſaid” to him, 
„ Perhaps you were diſobliged by my plainneſs to 


e vou yeſterday; J ſpake the werds of truth and 
« ſoberneſs to vou, and (firiking his hand upon 


F 5 . 2 4. his 
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„his breaſt) ſaid, 1 hope God will touch. pour 
e ear, 

Lixkewiſe his . to me, to W 0 
Nr to let all men know (if they knew it not already) 


how ſeverely God had diſciplined him for his ſins 


by his afflicting hand; that his ſufferings were moſt 


juſt though he had laid ten thouſand times more 


upon him; how he had laid one ſtripe upon another 


becauſe of his | grievous provocations, till he had 


brought him home to himſelf ; that, in his former 
viſitations he had not that bleſſed effect he was now 
ſenſible. of. He had formerly ſome looſe thoughts. 


and flight reſolutions of reforming; and deſigned to 


be better, : becauſe even the preſent conſequences 
of ſin were ſtill peſtering him, and were fo trouble- 


ſome and inconvenient to bim; but that now he 
had other ſentiments of be and boom 1 0 


other principles. 
His willingneſs to die, if it -feaſed'C God; Willem 


i ing himſelf always to the divine diſpoſal ;- but; if 
God ſhould ſpare him yet a longer time here, he 


hoped to bring glory to the name of God in the 


whole courſe of his life, and particularly by his en- 
deavours to convince others, and to aſſure them of 
tze danger of their condition, if they continued im- 
penitent, and how at ne Gas had: ate with 
him. 


His great ſenſe of his g- wers e to thoſe ctcel- 
| lent 
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lent men, the right reverend my lord biſhgp of 
Oxford, and Dr. Marſhall, for their charitable and 
frequent viſits to him, and prayers with him; and 
Dr. Burnett, who came on purpoſe ſrom London to 
ſee him, who were all very ſelvierable to his re- 


u. e e 2 


His extraordinary duty and reverenee to his mo- 


ther, with all the grateful reſpects to her imagina- 


ble, and kindneſs to his good lady, beyond expteſ- 


ſion, (which may well enhance ſuch a loſs to them, 


and to his children, obliging them, with all the 
endearments that a es Buſhand or a dender ati 
could beſtow; 3-464 ll 4 

To conclude dſcintinike I {ball only nedd to 


* 


vou his dying remonſtrance, ſufficiently atteſted and 


ſigned by his on hand, as his trueſt ſenſe, (hicht 
L hope may be uſeful for that good end he ne 
it,) in manner and form following. 


7 4 : 1928 


6 „Fo O R the benefit of all choke hom 1 455 have 


drawn into fin by my example and encou- 
« ragement, I leave to the world this my daft decla- 
q ration, which deliver in the preſence: of the 
4% great God, who knows the ſecrets of all hearts, 


and before; Whom A am gw. uke to, be. 
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life ; that I think I can never ſufficiently. admire 
the goodneſs: of God, who has given me a true 
& ſenſe of my pernicious opinions and vile practices, 
* by which I have hitherto lived without hope and 
«© without God in the world; have been an open 
<« enemy to Jeſus Chriſt, doing the utmoſt defpite 
«to the Holy Spirit of Grace. And that the 


4. greateſt teſtimony of my charity to ſuch is, to 


warn them, in the name of God; and; as they 
&© regard the welfare of their immortal ſouls, no 
< more to deny his being, or his providence, or 


_ & deſpiſe his goodneſs; no more to make a mock 


« of fin, or contemn the pure and excellent reli- 
*. gion of my ever bleſſed Redeemer, through 
« whoſe merits alone, I, one of the greateſt ſin- 
vc ners, do yet TP * TK and. forgiveneſs, 


« Amen. gY 


DecrAxED and SIGNED in the preſence of 


ANNE ROCHESTER. | | 
June 19, 1680. 


ROBERT PARSONS, 


As + ROCHESTER: 


* And now ate mention, with joy and ad: | 


miration, that ſteady temper of mind which he en- 
joyed through the whole courſe of his ſickneſs and 


FEPERSANEE 3 Wu muſt proceed, not from a hurry 


and 
. 


R * 
. 


EARL OF ROCHESTER's FUNERAL, 133 


perturbation of mind or body ariſing ſtom che fear 


of death or dread of hell only, but from an ingenu- 


ous love to God, and an uniform regard: to virtue, 


(ſuitable to that ſolemn declaration: of his, I would 
not commit the leaſt ſin to gain a kingdom, ) with 
all poſlible ſymptoms of a laſting: perſeverance in it, 


if God ſhould: have reſtored him. To which may 


be added; his comfortable perſuaſions of God's ac- 
cepting him to his mercy, ſaying, three or four days 


before his death, I ſhall die, but oh, what unſpeak- 


able glories do I ſee.! what joys, beyond thought or 


h expreſſion, , am I ſenſible of ! I am aſſured of God's 


mercy to me through Jeſus Chriſt. Oh how I long 


to die, and be with my Saviour! 


The time of bis ſickneſs and 8 was juſt 


nine weeks; in all which time he was ſo much 


maſter of his reaſon, and had ſo clear an underſtand- 


ing. (aving thirty hours, about the middle of it, 
in which he was delirious,); that he had never dic- 
[tated or ſpoke more compoſed in his life: and there- 
fore, if any ſhall continue to ſay: his: piety was the 
effect of madneſs or vapours let me tell them, it is 
highly diſingenuous, and that the aſſertion is as ſilly 
as it is wicked. And, moreover, that the force of 
what I have delivered may be not evaded by wicked 
men, who are reſolved to harden their hearts, mau- 
gre all convictions, by ſayings: this was done in a 
corner; L appeal, - for:the truth thereof, to all ſorts 


of 
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* perſons who, in conſiderable numbers, viſited 
and attended him, and more particularly to thoſe 
eminent phyſicians who were near him, and conver- 
ſant with him in the whole courſe of bis tedious 
ſiekneſs; and who, if 7206 are n 8 of. 
a phrenſy or delirium. 

There are many more exceflent hide in my abs 
ſence which have occaſionally dropt from his mouth; 
that will not come within the narrow compaſs of a 
ſermon; theſe, T hope, will ſificiently prove what 
T'produce them for; And; if any ſhall be ſtill un» 
fatisfied” here in this hard- hearted generation, it 
matters not, let them at their coſt be unbelievers 
ſtill, fo long as this excellent penitent enjoys the 
comfort of his repentagee. And now, from all: 
theſe admirable ſigns, we have: great reaſon to be. 
lieve comfortably, that his repentance was real, and 
"this end happy; and accordingly ' imitate” the neigh- 
bours and couſins of Elizabeth; (Luke i. 58.) who, 


when they heard how the Lord had ſhewed great: 


merey upon her, came and rejoiced with her. 
© Thus his dear mother ſhould rejoice, that the ſon 
of her love and of her fears; as well as of her bow- 
els, is now born again into a better world; adopted 
by his Heavenly Father, and gone before ber to ike 

poſſeſſion of an eternal inheritance. 

II. His truly loving conſort ſhould et FHP 
Gad has been f. ſo grac ious to them both, as at the 


it 


5 
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ſame time to give him a ſight of his errors im point 


of practice, and herſelf (not altogether without his 
means and endeavours), a ſight of hers in point of 
faith. And truly, conſidering the great prejudices 


and dangers of the Roman religion, I think I may 
aver, that there is joy in heaven, and ſhould be om 
earth, for her converſion às well as his. 77 


III. His noble and moſt hopeful iſſue ſhould re- 


Joice, as their years are capable; not that a dear 
and loving father has left them, but that, ſince he 
muſt leave them, he has left them the example of a 
penitent, and not of a ſinner; the blſeſſing of a ſaint, 


in recommending them to an all- ſufficient Father; 


and not entailing on them the fatal curſe that 120 
+ dane the poſterity of the wieked and impenitent. 


IV. All good men ſhould rejoice to fee" the tri 


umphs of the croſs in theſe latter days, and the 


words of divine wiſdom and power. And bad men 


certainly, whenever they conſider it, are moſt of al! 
concerned to joy and rejoice in it, as a condemned 
malefactor is to hear that a fellow- criminal has got 
his pardon, An he ebene ſo too if * n. 
„ fab erte 

And this joy of all will ain be. So ee if we 

compare it with the joy there is in heaven in the 
caſe of juſt perſons. that need no; repentance, : viz. 

that need not ſuch a ſolemn extraordinary tepent - 


ance, or the. whole change of heart and mind, as | 
TRY I Be | 7 great. 


"= 
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bes Minors do: and of this my tent pronoundes, 
that there is greater joy in heaven over one ſuch | 


nner, that truly repenteth, than thete is orer 
: « riſnety and nine juſt perſons that need not fuck | 
, repentance.” One reaſon of which we may con- 


ceive to be this; that-ſuch-a penitent's former fail- 
ings are ordinarily the occaſion of | a greater and 
more active piety aſterwards; as our convert ear- 


neſtly wiſſed that God would be pleaſed to ſpare 


bim but one year more, that in that he might ho- 
nour his name proportionably to the diſhonour done 
to God in his whole life paſt. And we ſee St. Paul 


laboured more abundantly than all the apoſtles in 
the planting: of the church, becauſe he had raged 
furiouſſy before in the deſtruction of it; and our Sa- 
viour himſelf tells us, that; to whom much is for- 


6 given, they will love much; but to whom little 


t is forgiven, they will love little? 


10 is certaiuly the more ſafe; indend'the-omky: fafe 
way; to be conſtantly virtuous ; and he that is wiſe 


indeed ic e. wiſe unto ſalvation,” will endeavour to 


bb one of thofe that need no repentance; I mean, 


that intire and whole work of beginning anew, but 
Will draw out the ſame thread through his whole 


Ie, and let not the ſun go down upon any of his 


| ſins: but then the other repentance is more remark» 
able, and, where it is real, the more effectual, to 


nt and a frukfül piety; beſides the 
greater 


with human nature than we, knowing it apt, like 
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greater glory to God in the influence of the exam 
ple. Which may probably be a farther reaſon of the 


exceſſive joy of the angels at the converſion of ſuch 
a ſinner; becauſe they, who are better acquainted 


the Phariſees, to demand a ſign from heaven for the 


reformation of corrupted cuſtoms, diſcern likewiſe, 


that ſuch deſperate ſpiritual recoveries will ſeem fo 
many openings of the heayens in the deſcent of the 


Holy Dove, viſible to the ſtanders by, and accord - 


ingly will have the greater influence upon them. 
And it is this, in the laſt place, that [ am to recom= 


mend to all that hear me this dax. 1 


1 


And, having thus diſcharged the office of an hiſto- | 


rian, 3 in a faithful repreſentation. of the repentance 


and converſion of this great ſinner, give me leave 
now to beſpeak you as an ambaſſador of Chriſt, and, = 
in his name, earneſtly perſuade you to be reconciled 
to him, and to follow this illuſtrious perſon, not in 
his ſins any more, but in his ſorrows for them, and 


his forſaking them. If there be any in this place, 
or elſewhere, who have been drawn into a compla- 
cency or practice of any kind of fin from his exam» 


ple, let thoſe eſpecially be perſuaded to break off 


their fins by repentance, by the ſame example; that 


as. he has been for the fall, ſo he may now be for 
the riſing again, of many in Iſrael.” God knows 
there are too many that are wiſe enough to diſcern - 
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and follow the examples of evil, but to do good 
from thoſe examples they have no power; like thoſe 
abfürd flatterers we read of, who could imitate Plato 


In hiserookedneſs, Ariſtotle i in his ſtammering, and 


Alexander the Great ift the bending of his neck and 
the fhrillneſs of his voice, but either could not, or 
would not, imitate" nem in any of their perfections. 
Such as theſe TI would beſeech, in their cooler ſea- 


ſons, to alk themſelves that queſtion, What fruit 
„ had you in thoſe” things whereof you now are- 


ve aſbamed, for the end of theſe things is death?“ 
And if any encourage themſelves in their wickedneſs 


from this example, reſolving however to enjoy the 


Food things that are preſent, to fill themſelves with 
_ coftly wines, and'to let no! part of pleaſure paſs by 
them untafted; ſuppoſing, with the Goſpel rich man, 
that heft one comes to them from the dead, when 


ficknefs or old age approaches,” thar then they 


will repent; ler ſuch as théſe cönſider the dreadful 
hazard they run by ſuch pernicious counſels. It 


may be; (and it is but juſt with God it ſhould be,) 


that, "whilſt they are making proviſion for the fleſtr 
t fulfil the luſts thereof, and are ſaying to 


their Buls, ſoul, thou haſt much goods laid up for 


many years, therefore take thine eaſe, eat, drink, 
and be merry; perhaps Juſt them at the ſame time 
the hand of God may be writing upon the walls of 
_ habitations, that fatal ſentence, « thou fool, 
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„this night ſhall thy ſoul be required of thee, and 


then whoſe ſhall all thoſe things be which thou 


“ haſt promiſed? And what ſad refletions'! muſt 
ſuch a one need make upon his own folly, when he 
ſees all that mirth and eaſe, which he has promiſed 
himſelf for ſo many years, muſt be at an end in a 
very few hours] And not only ſo, but that mirth 
turned into howlings, and that. eaſe into a bed of 


: flames; when the ſoul mult; be torn away on a ſud- 
den from the things it loved, and go where it will 


hate to live, and yet cannot die. And were it not 
better for us to embrace cordially the things which 


belong to our everlaſting peace, before they are hid 


from our eyes? Were it nat better for us all to be 
wiſe betimes, by preventing ſuch a danger, than to 


open Our ey es, as the unhappy rich man did, when 
we are in a place of torment ?—Be-perſuaded then, 
with humble, penitent, and obedient hearts, to 
meet the bleſſed Jeſus, who is now on the way, 


and comes to us in the perſon and in the bowels of | 


2 Saviour, wooing. us to accept. thoſe eaſy conditions 
ol pardon and peace; offered in his holy Goſpel, ra- 


ther than to Ray till he become our adverſary, and our 
judge too, when he will deliver, us over to the tor- 
mentors, till we have paid the utmoſt farthing, i. e. 


to all eternity: when thoſe, who have made a,mock. 
at ſin all their lives, and laughed at the pretended: 0 
cheats of religion and its prieſts, ſhal} find themſelves, 
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at laſt the greateſt fools, and the moſt ſadly cheated 
in the world: for God will then laugh at their ca- 
lamity, and rock when their fear cometh, When it 
cometh as deſolation, and their deſtruction as 'A 
whirlwind. © And ſince they would ft ſuffer his 
merey to rejoice over his juſtice; nor bauſe ay joy 


in heaven as the text mentions, in their converſion, 

His juſtice will certainly rejoice over his mercy, and 

_ cauſe joy in heaven, as it did at the fall of Babylon; 
Which would not be cured, (Rey. Kik. f.) in their 


confuſion. And, oh] that there was ſuch à heart 


in tliem, that thy would confider this betimes! that, 


in the midſt of their carnal jollities; they would but 


vouchſafe one regard what may happen hereafter; 


aud what will certainly be the end of theſe things! 


this eye, and to bedefired to make one ſeem wiſe and 
witty to the world; yet, alas l they aft bit empty 
and unfatisfactory at prefenty and lebe à mörtal 
Ring behind them; and bitterneſs in tlie latter end 3 
Hke the bock St. John ate, (Rev. x. 10.) „ which 


«© in his mouth was ſweet as honey, but 48 ſobn as 


& he had ate it; his Belly was bitter? © And that 
God ſhould pleaſe at faſt to bring men back ih their 


old age from their finfuſ eburſes; by 4 way of Weep⸗ 


ing, to pluck them as firebrands out of everlaſting 
Vurniags z yet if men conſidet how rare and diffleult 
5 ene born agald Wen one is eld; how 
eres | many 
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many pangs and violences to nature.there muſt needs 
be to put off the habits and inclinations to old: ſins, 
28 difficult (faith the prophet) as for the leopard to 


change his ſpots pr the Æthiopian his ſkin : and then, 


when that is done, what ſcars and weakneſſes even a 


cure muſt leave behind: I ſay, he that duly conſiders 


this, will think it better to ſecure his falvation; and 
all his preſent. true comforts, by preſerving his inno- 
cency, or alleviating his work by a daily repentance! 
for leſſer failings, than to venture upon one ſingle! 
chance of a death- bed repentance; which is no more 
to be depended, upon, for the performance or accept- 


K ance, than it can encourage any man not to labour, 
| becauſe Elias was fed by pgs or there FOR 


with manna from heayen. 


If then there be any (though, alas 4 that 2 not 
be aſked) that have made the greatneſs of theit wit, 


or bir th, or fortune, inſtruments of iniquity to ini 


quity; let them now convert them to that original 
noble uſe for which God intended them, viz. 0 der 
inſtruments, of righteouſneſs unco holineſs. 5 

I 0 theſe eſpecially that are thus great, Sn 1 ly | 


30d, but this great perſon alſo, by my mouth, bes. 


ing dead yet ſpeaketh; for as St. Paul ſeemed moro 
eſpegially, concerned for his brethren. and kinſmen 
according to the fleſh z; and even the rich man in 


hell, though ſufficicotly diſtracted by bis own ſuffer. 
1 7 hugely. deſirous that ons might be; 
ſent 


i 
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ſent from the dead to his brethren, that he might 


1 


. 7 . 5 
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teſtify unto them, leſt they alſo come into that place 
of torment; ſo this illuſtrious convert, after God 
had opened his eyes to ſi his follies; waʒ more eſpe- 
cially deſirous of the ſalvation of thoſe that were his 
brethren, though not in the fleſh; yet in the great - 


neſs of their quality and of their fins paſſionately 


wiſhihg, that all ſuch were not only almoſt; but al- 


together, ſuch as he now was, ſaving his bodily af- 


flictions ; and of great force, n eee "wy 


admonitions of a dying friend be. Io 906072 


Now theſe eſpecially I would, WER the mi- 


niſter of Chriſt, and ſuch as, though we are reviled, F 


we bleſs; though we are defamed, we intreat; to 


ſuffer the word of exhortation, that they would not 


terminate their eyes upon the outward”? pomp and 
pageantry that attend them, as the vulgar ſews did 


| upon their rites and ceremonies; but (as the wiſer 
Iſraelites, WhO eſteemed thoſe glittering formalities 


as the types and images of heavenly” 'thitigs)/ be 
quickened by them to khe ambition of original“! ho- 


_ nours and future glory. How much were it to be 
wiſhed, that ſuch perſons eſpecially would be fol- 
lowers of God and goodneſs, ſince, whether they 
will or not, other men will be followers of them. 


It is true, the temptations of great perſons are 
more and greater than thoſe of inferiors; but then 
Re adilicios' and underſtandings are ordinarily' 
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greater too . and, if-they lie more open to the aſſaults j 
of the devil, they. haye generally greater ſagacity to 


foreſee the danger, and more powerful affiſtance to 
go through it. Nor is piety inconſiſtent with gteat-⸗ 


neſs any more than it ĩs with policy, but is the beſt: 
foundation and ſecurity both to the one and the other. 


The breeding of Moſes at court, without doubt con- 
tributed much even to his religious performances, 
at leaſt ſo far as to make them more uſeful and ex- 


emplary to others: but then he was Gncerely virtuous. 
all the while, as well whilſt reputed the ſon of. Pha- 


_ raoh's daughter as when © ane 8 ſon-in-law. 9 1 


We find Chriſtians in Cæſar's houſehold a8 ſoon, 
as any where elſe in Rome; and, when Chriſtianity 4 
had once gained Conſtantine, it ſpread itſelf far- 5 


ther over the empite in a few years than before it 


had done in ſome centuries. Since then ſo; much 


good or miſchief depends upon illuſtrious examples, 


will it not better become men to draw the multitude 
after them to heaven by their piety, than by infee- 


tious guilts be at the head of A miſerable "APRN of 


the damned? 5 
Tis this oletys atimely and OP Oh lets, that 


3 


will perpetuate, .to men of birth and fortunes, their 
honours, and their eſtates too, as well by deriving 


on them the bleſſing of God, who is the true foun- 
tain of honour, as by creating an awe and reverence. 


for them From all orders of mes; even to many. ge- 
LET Ta ; * | nerations; 


4 ing, — all the, er of wit and ne laid 
in the duſt.” Tis this piety that, will be the guide 
of their youth, and the comfort of their age; for 


ength of days are in her right hand, and in her left | 


hand riehes and honour. *Tis this, and this only, 
- that can make all outward bleſſings comfortable, in- 
deed bleflings to us, by making them the ſteps and 
means of attaining the never- fading honours and in- 
comprehenſible glories of that kingdom. which is 


above; where there ſhall be no ſin, nor ſickneſs, nor 


pain, nor tears, nor death, but we'ſhall-reſt from all 
our labours, and our works ſhall follow . 


VUnto which God of his infinite mercy bring us, 


= 


 .,-, fatitheimerits and 


to whom, with the Father and Holy 
. let us aſcribe all e adoration, 
* 
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of Jeſus Chriſt our | 
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